Alumni Reception at SPE Conference

To Our Petroleum Alumni:

Your attendance is requested at the Colorado School of Mines,
Petroleum Engineering Alumni Reception to be held during the annual
SPE Technical Conference in Houston, Texas, September 25 through 29,
2004. The Alumni Reception will be held on Tuesday evening, September
28th at the Hilton Americas Hotel, Houston, 5:30 to 7:00 pm. The
charge will be $25, because students are free. As always, there will be
plenty of food with a cash bar.

HOW TO REGISTER: Phone Kathy Breit, Program Director of CSMds
Alumni Office at (303) 273-3290, or e-mail kbreit@mines.edu or
phone the Petroleum Engineering Office at (303) 27303740 or email
jwaitman@mines.edu ASAP. Drop-ins are welcome; however, we would
appreciate it if you would make a reservation in advance.
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Greetings from Craig W. Van Kirk

This annual newsletter to alumni and friends
of CSMds Petroleum Engineering Department
provides me with great pleasure and satisfaction.
I always enjoy sharing with you, and anyone
else, the many successes of our PE program
during the past year. In every way we can be
measured, we continue to improve, grow, and
expand our inpuence.

On a personal note, my immediate family
continues to enjoy good health, with no major
new illnesses or accidents during the past
12 months. However, very sadly, one of my
cousins and one of my nephews died quickly
and unexpectedly during the summer. These
premature deaths should remind all of us to love
life, live life to the fullest, and be careful.

During this past year we did not add any
new faculty members, but we did change out
the entire classiyed staff. Both of our Administrative Assistants, Dee Brown and Chris Cardwell, retired
simultaneously at 5:00 PM on Friday May 28. What a coincidence that after 21 years of service by Dee and
11 years of service by Chris that they both independently chose the same moment to retire. At the end of last
Spring semester we had a great retirement party for them, thanked them for 31 years of excellent service,
and wished them well. Fortunately, they both live nearby so we are able to keep in touch and visit frequently
with our two former teammates and lifelong friends.

On a very positive note, our two new Administrative Assistants are doing a great job. Jackie Waitman and
Denise Winn-Bower joined us during May for several weeks of overlap with Dee and Chris. Both Jackie and
Denise bring to us many years of professional experience in private industry and the University of Colorado
system. The transition has been as smooth as it could possibly be. You alumni and Department friends should
introduce yourselves to Jackie and Denise, you will
be pleased to see the continuity of high quality and
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friendly service provided by our Administrative Inside this issue:
Assistants.

_Also, our Lab Techmmari Randy Miner retlr_ed Greetings from Craig Van KirK............c........ 1
during the year, and we have ylled the position with
Al Sami. Al has a BS in Mechanical Engineering and
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many years of practical engineering experience. He
brings to our undergraduate and graduate research ) )
labs a hlgh level of expertise, dedication, and Field Trlp PhotoS......oveeveiieeiici, 11, 13-15

enthusiasm; plus a great sense of humor. Al really
enjoys showing off our lab facilities, so please stop Alumni Reception-SPE Conference ........... 16
by for a visit to meet Al and get a customized tour.

(continued on page 2)

Please help us by completing and mailing the enclosed Alumni Survey.






