Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Team Banquet
Purpose: To welcome and thank everyone for attending
I. Occasion
-Thank you all for attending our Team Banquet to celebrate our most successful lacrosse season in the Club era.      
II. A history of the game
-To begin I would like to share with you a history of the game…

-For those new to the game and those not familiar with its history
-Information obtained from the book, Lacrosse: A History of the Game by Donald M. Fisher

-This book is the most comprehensive historical account of the game to date

-Prior to the discovery of the New World natives were playing lacrosse all over the North American continent, except SW.
-Initially the game was primarily played as preparation for war.

-The earliest accounts of games involving mutilation and death were most likely false because men were competing against men in their own tribe that they held close rank with.

-Between 1450 and 1525 an alliance was formed between the Mohawk, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, and Seneca nations of what is now the present day state of New York. 

-This alliance was known to the French as the Iroquois Confederacy and to the English as the Five (and later Six) Nations.
-In 1636 a Jesuit Missionary named Father Jean de Brebeuf was the first white settler to document a game as he described the natives playing “crosse” in a Jesuit Relations report.
-Some of you may have heard that the French settlers referred to the game as lacrosse because the stick reminded them of the crosier carried by French Bishops known as la crosse.
-The French actually referred to any stick that had a curve and was used for sport as a crosse. This is more likely where the name was derived. 

-In 1779 a Patriot American invasion would destroy Iroquois towns and crops, forcing the Iroquois to flee to Montreal and Ontario.
- This forced relocation would cause the Mohawk from the Caughnawaga reserve to become involved in a cultural exchange with their neighbors the middle-class Anglo-Canadians from Montreal.

-The Iroquois Confederacy was no longer the military power it had been with the land dominated by white settlers. 
-Even in defeat the Iroquois preserved their game as Seneca and Mohawk teams began staging matches in 1794 to reaffirm political ties.

-These matches that were being played to honor tradition led to the formation of very basic rules. 

-In Canada, the 1830’s and 1840’s would ring in a new era of excitement surrounding the Mohawk game.

- In 1834, The Mohawk of the Caughnawaga reserve demonstrated the game they knew as tewaarathon in Montreal and an article was written in a local newspaper that generated more interest among white men than ever before.

- In Montreal, Mohawk men would begin to teach their white counterparts how to play the game.

-As white men became more involved in the game they often ended up frustrated and angry following contests because their Mohawk counterparts were more skilled players, not to mention the rules were negotiate by both sides before a match began.

- Finally, after over 200 years of exposure to the game, the first documented match between white men and Mohawk men took place in Montreal on August 29, 1844.

-White involvement in the game was inconsistent until 1856 when the Montreal Lacrosse Club was formed.

-Montreal played host to the Prince of Wales in August 1860.
-During his visit the Prince was treated to games between natives and local men.

-The inconsistency of the rules during these matches inspired a teenage dental apprentice, George Beers, to outline general rules, instructions of play, and maximum field boundaries.

-George Beers was a student of the Mohawk game.

-George Beers, along with other lacrosse enthusiasts, pushed for the “standardization and popularization” of the game.

-The work that George Beers put into defining rules and promoting the sport of lacrosse would eventually earn him the title “the father of modern lacrosse”.

-George Beers had a vision of lacrosse becoming Canada’s “national game” as the young nation sought an identity. 

-In 1867 the transition from tewaarathon to lacrosse was complete when George Beers’ second, more definite, set of rules was published by the Montreal Gazette in July.

-In defining a precise set of rules for the game, George Beers had used his professional background to attempt to develop lacrosse as a sport that would offer the perfect balance of mental and physical challenge to an athlete.

-This same article also claimed that the Canadian Parliament had declared lacrosse Canada’s “national game”.

-After an investigation in 1960 this was revealed to have been a false claim.

-At the time, many people bought into the hype surrounding lacrosse as Canada’s “national game” and the organized sport of lacrosse became widely popular.

-Following this article, amateur lacrosse clubs began springing up all over Canada. 

-In Canada, lacrosse was promoted as an amateur sport and many believed that professionalizing it would destroy the purity of the game. 

- The expanding industrial economy in America of the 1860’s and 1870’s attracted Canadian middle-class and working-class citizens seeking economic opportunity.

-This increase in Canadian-born population among Americans provided an opportunity to introduce Americans to the sport of lacrosse from a player perspective.

-American lacrosse clubs began to pop up in cities like New York, Boston, and Baltimore.

-Finally in 1876, the first collegiate lacrosse club in America was organized at New York University.

III. 
Closing Thoughts
-When reflecting on the history of the game, I find it interesting that:

*The cities of New York, Boston, and Baltimore are still 

the “hot-beds” of lacrosse in America today
*I also find it easy to compare the increased popularity of the amateur game in its early history to the club status of collegiate teams today compared to their varsity counterparts.
-Hopefully this history of the game will help you to develop a deeper appreciation for the game and our status as a collegiate lacrosse club.

-Now let us share our appreciation for the effort that has gone into the 2007 season as we recognize the player’s that helped to make this our most successful season in the club era. 
Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Most Improved Player
Purpose: To present the 2007 Most Improved Player

III. Occasion

-To begin I would like to recognize this season’s Most Improved Player. 

IV. About the Award

-The Most Improved Player is the athlete that has developed as a lacrosse player the most over the course of the season.

III. 
The Recipient

-The athlete that has been selected as the 2007 Most Improved Player:

-seemed a bit timid when he first picked up a stick this season.  

-Yet he still managed to compete in all 13 regular-season games. 

-Over the regular season he was a key member of our defense. 

-He was called upon to be a starter in only his fourth game ever played, against a National Top Ten opponent.

-He contributed to the success we enjoyed in Southern California by matching up with some of our opponent’s best players.

-Later, he was called upon to single-handedly shut-down one of the league’s top goal-scorers and held that player, who at the time was averaging 5 goals per game and would eventually be selected as a 1st Team All-Conference Attack-man, to only one goal in a 12-3 win over Northern Arizona.   

It is my honor to present your 2007 Most Improved Player, Kyle Lieurance.
 
Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Offensive MVP
Purpose: To present the 2007 Offensive MVP 

V. Occasion

-Now that we have recognized our Most Improved Player it is my pleasure to present this season’s Offensive MVP. 

VI. About the Award

-The Offensive MVP is the Most Valuable Offensive Player selected for their contributions on the Offensive half of the field.

III. 
The Recipient

-The athlete that has been selected as the 2007 Offensive MVP:

-had an instant impact on the team, scoring 5 goals in only his third game with the team his freshman year. 

-He remained positive as we struggled through a 3 win regular-season his freshman year at Mines, always focusing on and reminding me of our long-term goals, “The 4-Year Plan”.

-He has been one of our most consistent goal scorers over the last three seasons.

-He has received recognition for his playing ability by being selected to the RMLC All-Conference team in 2006 and 2007.

-He competed in all 13 regular-season games this season, posting 28 goals and 4 assists. 

-Over the regular season he had two 5 goal games and three hat-tricks. 

-Two numbers stand out there to me, 5 and 3 and…

-When it comes to Offense, 8 is Great!

It is my honor to present your 2007 Offensive MVP, Michael “Bud” Ribley.
 
Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Defensive MVP
Purpose: To present the 2007 Defensive MVP 

VII. Occasion

-Now that we have recognized our Most Improved Player and Offensive MVP, it is my pleasure to present this season’s Defensive MVP. 

VIII. About the Award

-The Defensive MVP is the Most Valuable Defensive Player selected for their contributions on the Defensive half of the field.

III. 
About the Recipient

-The athlete that has been selected as the 2007 Defensive MVP:

-has been a quiet leader on the team.  

-He never attracts too much attention to himself although he has done some amazing things on the field.

-He competed in all 13 regular-season games this season. 

-Over the regular season he was the core of a defense that held our opponents to a Conference best average of only 8 goals per game. 

-He has been one of our most consistent defense-man and even got involved on Offense this season, posting two goals and one assist.

-He has received recognition for his playing ability by being selected to the RMLC All-Conference team in 2006 and 2007.

It is my honor to present your 2007 Defensive MVP, Trent Noonan.


Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Team MVP
Purpose: To present the 2007 Team MVP 

IX. Occasion

-Now that we have recognized our Most Improved Player, Offensive MVP, and Defensive MVP it is my pleasure to present this season’s Team MVP. 

X. About the Award

-The Team MVP is the Most Valuable Player to the entire team. 

III. 
The Recipient

-The athlete that has been selected as the 2007 Team MVP:

-is one of only two players on this season’s roster to have competed for Mines Lacrosse all four years that he has attended Mines. 

-He suffered through a no win season his freshman year at Mines. 

-He then decided to proactively begin to change the face of Mines Lacrosse.

-He was responsible for hiring me as your head coach.

-He has served as Team President for the last three years.

-Over the last three years he has trained me on the administrative side of our obligations to our league, the RMLC, and our national governing body, the MCLA.

-He has spent countless ours of his own personal time working as “my most trusted advisor”, helping to make important decisions that affect the organization and direction of this team. 

-He was responsible for initiating this year’s Spring Break trip to Southern California and organizing the finances for it. 

-He has received recognition for his playing ability by being selected to the RMLC All-Conference team in 2006 and 2007.

-His contributions to the team, on and off the field, over the last four years will continue to have an impact on Mines Lacrosse even after he has graduated.

-I believe that we can all agree that this season’s Team MVP will be leaving Mines Lacrosse better than he found it. 

It is my honor to present your 2007 Team MVP, Scott “Aflac” O’Connor.
 
Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Oredigger Award
Purpose: To present the 2007 Oredigger Award 

XI. Occasion

-It is now time to present the final award of the evening, the Oredigger Award.  

XII. About the Award

-This award was created when I took the position of head coach. 

-It is the responsibility of the head-coach to select the recipient of the Oredigger Award each year.

-The Oredigger Award is presented to the athlete that has had the most significant impact on the team, on and off the playing field. 

-This athlete is selected based on their level of dedication, commitment to the team, effort in practice and games, and overall contribution to the team.

-The recipient of the Oredigger Award exemplifies all of the qualities that the head coach desires to see in an athlete.

-It is with careful consideration that I select the recipient of this award each spring. 

-This award means a lot to me and hopefully it will mean a lot to the person receiving it this year. 

-In my first two seasons as head coach, Scott O’Connor received this award.

-This season I view the opportunity to present this award to a new recipient as a passing of the baton.

III. 
The Recipient

-The athlete that has been selected to receive the 2007 Oredigger Award:

-has competed for Mines since his freshman year. 

-His contributions and responsibilities have been great since he joined the team.

-He has been involved with the team from a player stand-point and from an administrative stand-point.  

-His leadership qualities are rare. 

-He has represented Mines Lacrosse well while serving on the RMLC Executive Board. 

-He took his own personal time to create a team playbook, in the form of a Power-point presentation, which had the greatest impact on the success of our team this year. 

-He has been responsible for updating and monitoring our team website. 

-He inputs our stats on-line after every game.

-When he joined our team, he brought with him the greatest team-mom anyone could ever hope for.

-On many occasions his mom has seen to it that our team was well fed before and after games.

-On top of all of this he has dedicated countless hours on the field to perfecting his position.   

-He has received recognition for his playing ability by being selected to the RMLC All-Conference team in 2006 and 2007 as well as the MCLA All-America 1st team as a freshman in 2006.

-His contributions to the team on and off the field over the last two years have had a deep impact on the entire team.

-I can’t wait to see what kind of impact this year’s Oredigger Award recipient will have on the team over the next two years. 

It is my honor to present the 2007 Oredigger Award to Michael Stone.

Speech Title: Mines Lacrosse; 2007 Team Thoughts
Purpose: To share thoughts on the entire 2007 Team 

XIII. Occasion

-Now I would like to share some additional thoughts about the rest of the players that are here this evening, after all lacrosse is a team game.

-As I mention your name please come up to accept a copy of our team photo.      

XIV. About each remaining Athlete

-Mike Rensberger 


*1st to beat Aflac consistently


*intense, might kill you on the field (ask Tupper)

-Ryan Gab


*Came out gunnin’ on the tennis courts


*Confidence in games to match practice

-Adam Botts 


*Confidently asked to play attack


*Then 18 goals & 10 assists as a freshman (3rd in Goals)

-Steve Wheeler


*1st to beat me in the Grande Meal challenge


*Earned 1st Team All Conference honors as freshman

-Aaron Totsch


*Spring Break (burnt toast & stories of the farm Kiowa)


*Passion for lacrosse will express on field in future

-Chris Moore 


*Extremely talented goalie 


*Injured but Assisted in Cali (player advice & lines)

-Jonathan Parker


*3-year starter with me helping develop best D


*Cliff diving at Casa Bonita Fall 2005 

-Ryan Sprackling


*Changed a bit since middle school


*Averaged 3 goals in 8 played (Highest Average/2nd Total)

-Dan Staton


*Quietly posted 12 goals & 6 assists as freshman


*Highlight goals against Irvine (Moore/watched in awe)

III. 
A Special Thanks

-PAR


*7 years contribution


*5 as a player


*2 as a coach


*last two seasons as a coach 14 wins 10 losses


*May be his last season


*Will be missed…if he leaves



(Share Card)

-Natalie


*Keeping stats in the elements


*Supporting PAR as a player and coach


*Being without the hubby during trips

-Scott O’Connor


*Giving me a chance as a coach


*Sharing my vision

-Kelly


*Keeping stats in the elements


*Supporting Scott as a player


*and maybe someday a coach…

-My Wife


*Struggling with school and work…oh yeah and lacrosse


*Time spent without me (she doesn’t mind)


*Happy Mother’s Day & I love you!

-Mother’s Day the Stones 





*Could not be here this evening

*Best team mom





*Supported us in Cali with Dinner twice and Woo Woo’s





*Card to sign

IV. 
Closing Thoughts



-Best club team to date



-Only gets better every year



-Off-Season summer & fall ball opportunities



-Four-year plan (Nationals 2008)
Congratulations on the best season Mines has had in the club era! 

Don’t forget to sign the card for the Stones.
 

**Administrative Stuff**

