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Please see attached two ideas. Both have been offered in CS@Mines. We think they should be
extended across campus! 

Best,
Tracy

-----------------------------------
Tracy Camp, Ph.D.
ACM Fellow; IEEE Fellow 
Department Head and Professor of Computer Science 
Colorado School of Mines
303/384-2184
email: tcamp@mines.edu
Homepage: http://www.mines.edu/~tcamp/
CS Department: http://cs.mines.edu
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Funch or Fike is code for Faculty + Lunch or Faculty + Hike. In this program, any Mines student 
would have the opportunity to schedule a lunch or hike with a faculty member where informal 
mentoring and non-STEM conversations can take place. CS@Mines has successfully offered 
the Funch or Fike program for three years, which we believe has attributed to the growth of the 
department as well as improved student diversity. Funch or Fike provides valuable opportunities 
for serious and often introverted students as well as serious and busy faculty to explore and 
develop positive relationships. Mines faculty would be asked to meet at least two students per 
semester for lunch or a hike. Living in our beautiful state, nature provides a wonderful 
environment for rich dialogue and discovery. Everyone has to eat, so why not provide a 
meaningful lunchtime experience broadening the appeal of attending a small university. 
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STEM4Good would provide unpaid internships for high school (HS) students and funding for 
Mines undergraduates to be their mentors. In summer 2020, CS@Mines invited HS students to 
intern with department researchers and our K-12 summer camps. In three days, over 50 HS 
students applied to be an unpaid intern with CS@Mines. Of these, eight were invited to assist 
with our camps and eight were invited to join a research group. For the others, we offered the 
opportunity to participate in small group projects dedicated to improving society (Computing for 
Good). Of the 34 unpaid interns who participated, 22 (64.7%) were female. Furthermore, 
several HS interns have applied to Mines and listed their internship on their resume/LinkedIn 
profile. STEM4Good is a program that would attract top HS students and help them become 
more confident with STEM skills. STEM4Good Mines undergrads would mentor, lead, and 
improve project management and professional communication skills. 
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