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es G r ee t i ngs  f rom Cra ig  Van  K i rk
T h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  w a s  p re p a re d  a n d

c o m p l e t e d  p r i o r  t o  Tu e s d a y,  S e p t e m b e r
11 ,  a n d  t h e  a b o m i n a b l e  a c t s  o f  t e r ro r i s m
on  Amer ica  th i s  Tuesday  morn ing  are  jus t
a  few hours  o ld  as  we  take  th i s  Newsle t ter
t o  p re s s  f o r  m a i l i n g .   W h e n  y o u  re c e i v e
t h i s  i n  l a t e  S e p t e m b e r,  I  h o p e  t h e  Wo r l d
i s  s a f e  a n d  a t  p e a c e .   G o d  h e l p  u s  a l l .

I t  i s  m y  h o n o r  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  i n -
t r o d u c t i o n  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d
t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f   t h e  P e -
t ro l eum Eng inee r ing  Depa r t -men t  he r e  a t
t h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s .

The worst thing that happened during
the past  twelve months since the last  News-
l e t t e r  i s  t h a t  o u r  d e a r  P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t
Thompson  d ied  th i s  summer  unexpec ted ly
o n  J u n e  8 .   R o b e r t  a n d  h i s  w i f e  G e r i  w e r e  h i k i n g  i n  w e s t e r n  C o l o r a d o ,  a n d  R o b e r t
c o n t i n u e d  “ o n  u p  t h e  h i l l ,  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ” ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  r o c k s  t o  a d d  t o  h i s
c o l l e c t i o n .   I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h e a t  e x h a u s t i o n  o v e r c a m e  R o b e r t  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  m a k e
h i s  w a y  b a c k .   I t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  s a d n e s s  t h a t  I  m u s t  r e p o r t  t h i s  t r a g e d y  t o
y o u .   T h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  R o b e r t ’s  m e m o r y.

T h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  i s  t h a t  m y  f a m -
i l y  r e m a i n e d  h e a l t h y  a n d  h a p p y.   We  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f o r t u n a t e ,  a n d  v e r y  g r a t e f u l .
H a p p y ?   Ve r y  m u c h  s o ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  R o b e r t .

My wi fe  Den ice  i s  nea r ly  f in i shed  wi th  he r  b reas t  cancer  t r ea tment .   In  f ac t ,
he r  yea r - long  t r ea tmen t s  a s  pa r t  o f  a  na t iona l  expe r imen t  w i l l  be  comple t ed  in  l a t e
S e p t e m b e r.   Ye s ,  a s  I  p r e d i c t e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  h e r  h a i r  h a s  g r o w n  b a c k ,  m o r e  b e a u -
t i f u l  t h a n  e v e r.

Our family continues to grow very
n i c e l y.   O u r  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  A m y  a n d
son Sam introduced their third child,  Ellie
May,  on  November  15 ,  2000 .   F ive -yea r
o l d  G u s  a n d  t h r e e - y e a r  o l d  G r a c e  c o n -
t inue to  amaze and enter ta in us  with their
d i s c o v e r i e s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  l i f e .
In July Sam completed his  four-year  resi-
dency and started private medical practice
i n  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n  a n d  A m y  h a s  b e e n
e s p e c i a l l y  b u s y  m a k i n g  a  h o m e  o u t  o f
t h e i r  n e w  h o u s e ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  r i d i n g
h e r d  o v e r  t h e  t h r e e  k i d s .

( c o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  2 )

Please help us  by complet ing and mail ing the enclosed Alumni Survey.

Craig Van Kirk
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Also,  our son-in-law Tom and our daughter
C o n n i e  h a d  t h e i r  f i r s t  b a b y,  B r e n d a n  T h o m a s ,
o n  D e c e m b e r  5 ,  2 0 0 0 .   To m  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y s
the thril ls of flying helicopters for the U.S. Marine
Corps both domestical ly and throughout the Medi-
ter ranean region.   Connie  loves  being a  new Mom
a n d  h o m e m a k e r  i n  t h e i r  “ b a s e  h o u s e ”  i n  J a c k -
s o n v i l l e ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .

Our  fou r  k ids  and  fou r  g randch i ld ren  f i l l
o u r  l i v e s  w i t h  l o v e  a n d  h a p p i n e s s .   O u r  f r i e n d s
a n d  r e l a t i v e s  d o  s o ,  t o o .   O u r  c u p s  d o  r u n e t h
o v e r.   D e n i c e  a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  l u c k y,  a n d  w e
a p p r e c i a t e  i t  f u l l y.   T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c l o s e -
n e s s ,  s u p p o r t ,  c a r d s ,  a n d  l e t t e r s .

This past  summer CSM’s Board of Trustees
s e l e c t e d  J o h n  Tr e f n y  a s  o u r  1 5 th  P r e s i d e n t ,  a f -
t e r  J o h n  h a d  s e r v e d  i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  o n  a n  i n -
t e r i m  b a s i s  f o r  o n e  y e a r.   I  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f
s e r v i n g  o n  C S M ’s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  S e a r c h  C o m m i t -
t e e  d u r i n g  m o s t  o f  t h i s  p a s t  a c a d e m i c  y e a r,  a n d
we  cons ide red  many  ou t s t and ing  app l i can t s  who
wanted to be CSM’s President.  The Board’s selection
o f  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  Tr e f n y  p u t s  C S M  i n  a  s t r o n g
p o s i t i o n  f o r  a  g r e a t  f u t u r e .   T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  2 3
y e a r s  I ’ v e  k n o w n  a n d  w o r k e d  w i t h  J o h n  h e r e  a t
C S M  h e  h a s  a l w a y s  i m p r e s s e d  m e  w i t h  h i s  s i n -
c e r e  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  C S M ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  o u r
a l u m n i .   I f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  y e t  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f
m e e t i n g  J o h n  a n d  h i s  w i f e  S h a r o n ,  w h o  i s  a l s o
a  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r  o f  C S M  a n d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s
o ff i c e ,  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  t h i s :   “ t o  k n o w  t h e m  i s

t o  l i ke  t hem.”
L a s t  S e p t e m b e r  i n  o u r  N e w s l e t t e r  I  t o l d

y o u  a b o u t  o u r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  o u r  a c c r e d i t a t i o n
visit  and review by ABET, the Accreditation Board
f o r  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  Te c h n o l o g y.   I t  w e n t  g r e a t .
We  p a s s e d .   T h e  A B E T  t e a m  v i s i t e d  C S M  o n
October  15-17  las t  Fa l l ,  gave  us  a  favorab le  p re -
l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t ,  a n d  o n  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  2 0 0 1  s u b -
mi t t ed  the i r  f ina l  and  o ff i c i a l  r epor t  s t a t ing  tha t
w e  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  s i x
y e a r s  ( a s  a l w a y s ) .   Yo u  c a n  b e  p r o u d  o f  o u r  P E
D e p a r t m e n t ’s  l o n g  s t r i n g  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  A B E T
r e v i e w s  f o r  f u l l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n .   T h e  A B E T  v i s -
i t i n g  t e a m  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  o u r
a s s e s s m e n t  p r a c t i c e  a n d  w i t h  o u r  u n d e rg r a d u -
ate laboratories (our thoroughness, careful planning,
a n d  s a f e t y  r e c o r d ) .

O u r  e n t i r e  s t a f f  w o r k e d  e x t r e m e l y  h a r d ,
a s  u sua l ,  i n  p r epa ra t i on  o f  ou r  ABET repo r t  and
fo r  the  v i s i t  t o  campus .   Keep  in  mind  tha t  t hese
s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f
v e r y  h a r d  w o r k  o v e r  a  s h o r t  1 - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f
t i m e .   I n  f a c t ,  i t  t r u l y  i s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  c o n c e r t e d
e ff o r t ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  p r o -
g r a m  s a t i s f i e s  n o t  o n l y  A B E T,  b u t  a l s o ,  n a t u -
r a l l y,  s a t i s f i e s  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t n e r s ,  a l u m n i ,
a n d  s t u d e n t s .   I t  a p p e a r s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s a t i s f y
o u r  c l i e n t s  o n  a l l  f r o n t s ;  w e  d o  h a v e  a  l o t  o f
s a t i s f i e d  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  c u s t o m e r s .

M a n y  o f  y o u  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  u s e f u l  i n -
put regarding our program, and this is truly necessary

a n d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .   T h i s
ongo ing  p r ac t i c e  o f  open  commu-
n ica t ion  wi th  a lumni  and  o the r  in -
dust ry  f r iends  and associa tes  keeps
u s  i n f o r m e d  a n d  u p  t o  d a t e .   I t  i s
easy to incorporate good advice into
o u r  e v e r - e v o l v i n g  c u r r i c u l u m ,  r e -
s e a r c h ,  a r e a s  o f  f o c u s ,  a n d  p r a c -
t i c e s .
        Las t  Fal l  on  September  21 and
22  we  hos ted  our  PE  Depar tmen t ’s
Vi s i t i ng  Commi t t ee ,  composed  o f
a l u m n i  a n d  o t h e r  p r a c t i c i n g  p r o -
fess ionals  f rom a  wide  spect rum of
the  pe t ro leum indus t ry.   The  Com-
mi t t e e  me t  w i th  ou r  f a cu l t y,  s t a ff ,
students,  President John Trefny, and
other CSM faculty and administrators
d u r i n g  t h e  2 - d a y  m e e t i n g .   A s  a l -
ways ,  t he  Commi t t e e  p rov ided  u s
w i t h  v e r y  u s e f u l  a d v i c e  a n d  f o r e -
c a s t s .   T h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e
s c h e d u l e d   s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e
Sp r ing .   P l ea se  f ee l  f r e e  t o  o f f e r
u s  y o u r  a d v i c e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o -
g r a m ,  o r  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  v o l u n t e e rCraig Van Kirk and Robert Thompson
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o r  n o m i n a t e  s o m e o n e  e l s e  t o  s e r v e  o n  t h e  C o m -
m i t t e e .

     I n  A p r i l  1 9 9 9  I  w a s  i n  A b u  D h a b i
f o r  o p e n i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f
C S M  a s s i s t i n g  t h e m  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  a  n e w  u n i -
v e r s i t y  t o  f o c u s  o n  p e t r o l e u m .   A f t e r  t w o
yea r s  o f  con t i nuous  e f fo r t ,  CSM and  Abu  Dhab i
h a v e  c o n s u m m a t e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  e s t a b -
l i s h  a  n e w  P e t r o l e u m  I n s t i t u t e  i n  A b u  D h a b i .
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  f e w  p a r a g r a p h s  are excerpts from
Mines  Magaz ine .

C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s  a n d  t h e  A b u
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) have signed
a  1 0 - y e a r  a g re e m e n t  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e
P e t ro l e u m  I n s t i t u t e  i n  A b u  D h a b i ,  U n i t e d  A r a b
E m i r a t e s .   A  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  w i t h  a  v a l u e  i n  e x -
c e s s  o f  $ 1 0 0  m i l l i o n  i s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  P e t ro -
l e u m  I n s t i t u t e  c a m p u s .   T h e  i n s t i t u t e  w a s  e s -
t a b l i s h e d  b y  A b u  D h a b i  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c re e  a s
a separate legal enti ty,  and i t  is  funded by ADNOC
a n d  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t n e r s .

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a d v a n c e -
m e n t  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e  o i l  a n d  g a s  i n d u s -
t r y  –  t h rough  degree  p rograms ,  re search  oppor -
t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  p r a c t i c -
i n g  p ro f e s s i o n a l s  –  A D N O C  t o o k  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e
i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t e .

F o l l o w i n g  a  w o r l d - w i d e  s e a rc h ,  A D N O C
c h o s e  C S M  a s  i t s  a c a d e m i c  p a r t n e r  b e c a u s e  o f
the School’s longstanding reputation for excellence
i n  e n g i n e e r i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e s ,
a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  f o c u s  o n  e n e rg y  a n d  n a t u r a l  re -
s o u rc e  t e c h n o l o g i e s .   C S M  w i l l  p ro v i d e  l e a d e r -
s h i p  i n  p ro g r a m  a n d  c u rr i c u l u m  d e s i g n ,  a n d  i n
mechanisms  for  achiev ing  in ternat ional  accredi -
t a t i o n .

The Petroleum Institute will offer five degree
p ro g r a m s :   p e t ro l e u m  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  p e t ro l e u m
geosc iences  eng ineer ing ,  chemica l  eng ineer ing ,
mechanical engineering, and electrical engineering.

A l s o ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C o l o r a d o  h a s  r e c e n t l y
d e s i g n a t e d  C S M  a s  a n  “ E x e m p l a r y  I n s t i t u t i o n ” ,
t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  s u c h  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  C o l o -
r a d o .   T h e  s t a t e  b i l l  r e c o g n i z e s  C S M  a s  h a v i n g
“ d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
a n d  c a p a b i l i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i t s  a c a d e m i c  a n d
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s . ”   I t  a l l o w s  C S M  t o :
Wo r k  w i t h  t h e  C o l o r a d o  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  H i g h e r
Educat ion  to  deve lop  per formance  goals  and  ac-
countabi l i t y  measures  tha t  are  su i tab le  to  CSM’s
u n i q u e  m i s s i o n .   C re a t e ,  m o d i f y  ( o r  e l i m i n a t e )
a c a d e m i c  p ro g r a m s  a n d  d i re c t i o n s ,  w i t h i n  t h e
S c h o o l ’s  ro l e  a n d  m i s s i o n ,  t o  s e rv e  t h e  n e e d s
o f  i n d u s t ry  a n d  s o c i e t y.

Accord ing  to  P res iden t  John  Tre fny,  “We
a r e  p i o n e e r i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t  i n  C o l o r a d o  a n d  a r e
s e r v i n g  a s  a  m o d e l  f o r  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e

country.  This  new re la t ionship  wi th  the  s ta te  wi l l
a l l o w  C S M  t o  r e a l i z e  i t s  f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a n  i n -
s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .

Our  PE s tudents  cont inue  to  do  very  wel l .
D u r i n g  g r a d u a t i o n s  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 0  a n d  M a y
2 0 0 1  w e  a w a r d e d  4 3  B S  d e g r e e s ,  1 5  M a s t e r s ,
and  5  PhD’s .   These  number s  we re  among  t he
l a rg e s t  i n  t h e  U S A ,  a s  u s u a l ,  a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s
enjoy very high salaries and practically 100 percent
job placement prior to graduation.  The few students
w i t h o u t  j o b s  a t  g r a d u a t i o n  t i m e  h a d  s i m p l y  d e -
c l i n e d  e a r l i e r  j o b  o f f e r s  a n d  w e r e  p l a n n i n g  t o
pursue  o ther  oppor tuni t ies  a f te r  graduat ion .   The
q u a l i t y,  w o r k  e t h i c ,  a n d  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  p r o u d  t r a d i t i o n  a n d
e x p e c t a t i o n s .   O u r  s e n i o r  c l a s s  s i z e  t h i s  y e a r  i s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5 ,  w i t h  f o r e c a s t s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g
e n r o l l m e n t s .   O u r  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m  c o n t i n u e s
to  be  among the  la rges t  and  fas tes t  g rowing  on
campus ,  wi th  a  to ta l  o f  approximate ly  50  Mas-
te rs  and  PhD candida tes .

The  PE Depar tment  s ta ff  remains  s t rong
and thoroughly involved in teaching, research, and
serv ice  to  CSM,  profess iona l  soc ie t ies ,  soc ie ty
in  genera l ,  and  pr iva te  indus t ry.   Al l  p rofessors
teach at both the undergraduate and graduate levels,
and  the i r  a reas  of  research  a re  t ru ly  amazing  (as
you’ l l  read  about  in  fo l lowing  sec t ions) .   We re -
cent ly  reques ted  approval  f rom the  Adminis t ra -
t ion  to  add  two addi t iona l  facu l ty  members ,  and
we rece ived  the  go  ahead  to  s ta r t  adver t i s ing  for
one  new professor.

Af te r  a  thorough  wor ldwide  search  dur -
ing  th i s  pas t  academic  year,  we  were  for tuna te
to find and hire a new professor,  Dr. Turhan Yildiz.
Turhan  jo ined  us  a t  the  s ta r t  o f  th i s  semes ter  and
br ings  wi th  h im a  s t rong  teaching  and  research
background from The Univers i ty  of  Tulsa .   You’l l
enjoy reading more about Turhan later in this News-
le t t e r.

Our  c lass i f ied  s ta ff  cont inues  to  suppor t
the  facu l ty,  s tudents ,  and  many o ther  cus tomers
wi th  v igor.   Bi l l  Robbins ,  our  l ab  coord ina tor,
re t i red  in  May af te r  21  years  wi th  us  as  an  In-
s t rument  Maker /Fabr ica tor.   His  rep lacement  i s
Randy Miner,  who jo ined  us  in  May.   Randy has
over  6  pr ior  years  of  exper ience  a t  CSM in  the
Chemica l  Engineer ing  Depar tment ’s  labs .

Secretar ies  Dee Brown and Chris  Cardwell
cont inue to  coordinate  many of  our  act ivi t ies ,  and
they  provide  essen t ia l  suppor t  in  so  many ways ,
too  many to  ment ion .   Dee  has  been  wi th  us  for
18 years, and her title is Program Assistant I.  Chris,
our  Adminis t ra t ive  Ass is tan t  I I I ,  has  been  wi th
us  8  years .

CSM’s  PE program is  one  of  the  la rges t
and oldest in the world.  We attract students, sponsors,
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and  par tners  f rom a l l  over  the  wor ld ;  c rea t ing  a
grea t  d ivers i ty  of  people ,  cu l tures ,  perspec t ives ,
and act ivi t ies .   We cont inue to  expect  a  high level
of performance from our students, with 145.5 credit
hours  requi red  for  the  BS degree .

As for  myself ,  I  continue to enjoy teaching
R e s e r v o i r  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n s  t o
Petroleum Engineering course for the freshpeople.
My a reas  o f  r e sea rch  in t e re s t  a r e  r e se rvo i r  man-
a g e m e n t ,  s i m u l a t i o n  o f  g e o l o g i c  f e a t u r e s ,  c o a l -
b e d  m e t h a n e ,  e c o n o m i c  e v a l u a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s ,
a n d  r i s k  a n d  d e c i s i o n  a n a l y s i s .

I n  e a r l y  J u n e  I  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  2 - d a y
m e e t i n g  i n  H o u s t o n  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n -
tat ives of  top PE programs from around the world,
p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y,  a n d  t h e  D O E .   T h e  p u r p o s e  o f
t h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  t o  a d d r e s s  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  n e e d s  a n d  p l a n s ;  v e r y  e x c i t i n g .

A l s o ,  I  w a s  i n  Wa s h i n g t o n  D C  o n  J u n e
1 2  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  t e s -
t i m o n y  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s  o n  P r e s i d e n t  B u s h ’s
p r o p o s e d  N a t i o n a l  E n e rg y  P o l i c y.   T h e  h e a r i n g
w a s  c a l l e d  b y  t h e  E n e rg y  S u b c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S c i e n c e .   I  p r o v i d e d  a  1 2 -
page  document ,  made  a  5 -minute  summary  s ta te -
men t ,  and  answered  ques t ions  du r ing  the  1 -hour
o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  p e r i o d .   L e t ’s  h o p e  m y  i n p u t
w a s  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s .

P l e a s e  t r y  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  S P E
Confe rence  in  ea r ly  Oc tober.   Th i s  yea r  the  con-
fe rence  i s  i n  New Or leans ,  and  Tuesday  even ing

Rober t  S .  Thompson  Memor ia l  Scho larsh ip
T h e  R o b e r t  S .  T h o m p s o n  M e m o r i a l  S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e

C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s .  T h i s  f u n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  u n d e rg r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n  i n
P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g  a t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s ,  a  c a u s e  R o b e r t  w a s  p a s s i o n a t e
a b o u t .  T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  m a k e  t h i s  a  p e r p e t u a l  f u n d  i n  R o b e r t ’s  h o n o r  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a  m i n i -
mum o f  $25 ,000 .  Dona t i ons  shou ld  be  s en t  t o :

A t t e n t i o n :  M s .  M a u r e e n  S i l v a
O ff i c e  o f  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  A d v a n c e m e n t
C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s
Go lden ,  CO 80401

P l e a s e  m a k e  c h e c k s  p a y a b l e  t o  " T h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s  F o u n d a t i o n , "  a n d
CLEARLY LABEL them “Robert  S.  Thompson Memorial  Fund.”   Donations for the Scholarship
Fund can be  made through the  websi te :   h t tps : / /www.oia .mines .edu/forms/pledge/pledge.htm.

I f  y o u  u s e  t h e  w e b s i t e  b e  s u r e  t o  f i l l  o u t  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r m  l a b e l e d  “ D e s i g n a t e
y o u r  g i f t ”  w i t h  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n  M e m o r i a l  F u n d  s o  t h e  f u n d s  g e t  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  a c c o u n t .

w e  w i l l  h o s t  t h e  a n n u a l  C S M  a l u m n i  r e c e p t i o n .
I t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t  t o  s e e  y o u  t h e r e .   A s  u s u a l ,
we’l l  cancel  a l l  of  our  c lasses  on Monday through
We d n e s d a y  a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  P E  p r o f e s s o r s  w i l l  b e
t h e r e .   A l s o ,  w e  w i l l  s p o n s o r  a n y  s t u d e n t s  w h o
w a n t  t o  a t t e n d ,  a n d   w e  p a y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  5 0  p e r -
c e n t  o f  t h e i r  c o s t s .   U s u a l l y  w e  h a v e  a p p r o x i -
mately 50 students in attendance, among the largest
o f  a n y  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  g r o u p .   O u r  s p o n s o r -
s h i p  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  w a y s
w e  i n v e s t  f u n d s  w h i c h  w e  r e c e i v e  a s  d o n a t i o n s
f r o m  a l u m n i  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r t n e r s .

I n  c l o s i n g  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  s o  m a n y  o f
y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  C S M ' s  P E  D e p a r t m e n t  i n  s o
m a n y  w a y s .   Yo u r  l e t t e r s  a n d  c a r d s  a r e  a p p r e -
c i a t ed ,  whe the r  t hey  a r e  sho r t  and  swee t  o r  o th -
e r w i s e .

Other support in the form of guest speakers,
o r  h o s t i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y,  o r  c a s h
dona t ions  a re  essen t i a l  to  our  con t inu ing  hea l th .
Ty p i c a l l y,  a n n u a l l y  w e  r e c e i v e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d
t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  i n  d o n a t i o n s ,  g r a n t s ,  a n d  g i f t s
w h i c h  w e  i n v e s t  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  b e s t  q u a l -
i t y  p r o g r a m  p o s s i b l e .   T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n -
t e r e s t  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  C S M ’s  P E  p r o g r a m .

P l e a s e  k e e p  i n  t o u c h  a n d  c o m e  a n d  v i s i t
w h e n e v e r  y o u  c a n .

Keep  Rober t  Thompson  and  h i s  f ami ly  in
y o u r  t h o u g h t s .

My Very  Bes t  Regards  to  You,  Cra ig
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Here are a few photos of Robert
Thompson in his various responsi-

bilities with our faculty, alumni,
students and with his wife.
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I N  M E M O R Y  O F  R O B E R T  T H O M P S O N

O p e n i n g  re m a r k s  b y  P ro f e s s o r  C r a i g  Va n  K i r k :

T h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  o u r  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  P ro f e s s o r  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n .
T h e  t w o  d o c u m e n t s  re p ro d u c e d  b e l o w  c o n v e y  s o m e  o f  R o b e r t ’s  h i s t o ry  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  a n d
s o m e  o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  R o b e r t .

T h i s  f i r s t  d o c u m e n t  i s  a  re p ro d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  M e m o r i a l  S t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  I  p re p a re d  a n d
re a d  a l o u d  a t  C S M ’s  a n n u a l  f a c u l t y  c o n f e re n c e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  n e w  s e m e s t e r,  M o n d a y
A u g u s t  2 0 ,  2 0 0 1 .

M E M O R I A L  S TAT E M E N T
F O R  R O B E RT  S .  T H O M P S O N

C O L O R A D O  S C H O O L  O F  M I N E S
Monday,  Augus t  20 ,  2001

To d a y,  o n  t h i s  M o n d a y  A u g u s t  2 0 ,  2 0 0 1 ,  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  F a l l  s e m e s t e r ,  b e  i t
r e so lved  tha t  the  Facu l ty  o f  the  Co lo rado  Schoo l  o f  Mines
e x p r e s s e s  i t s  s y m p a t h y  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  P r o f e s s o r  R o b e r t
S . T h o m p s o n .   To  R o b e r t ’s  w i f e  o f  3 2  y e a r s ,  G e r i ,  a n d
the i r  daughter,  Kat i ,  a  sen ior  a t  the  Univers i ty  of  Colorado
i n  B o u l d e r ,  w e  d o  h e r e b y  o f f e r  o u r  c o n d o l e n c e s  a n d
n o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n  w a s  b o r n  o n  O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 4 6  a n d
d i e d  o n  J u n e  8 ,  2 0 0 1  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  5 4 .   R o b e r t  c a m e  t o
t h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s  i n  1 9 6 5  a n d  e a r n e d  t h e
P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e g r e e  i n  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g  i n  1 9 6 9 .
A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  R o b e r t  s p e n t  t w o  y e a r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  A r m y,  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  8 2 n d  A i r b o r n e  D i v i s i o n  a n d
e a r n i n g  t h e  A r m y  C o m m e n d a t i o n  M e d a l .

F r o m  1 9 7 1  t o  1 9 8 1  R o b e r t  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  p e t r o l e u m  i n d u s t r y  a t  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s
w i t h i n  t h e  U . S . ,  a n d  w h i l e  i n  H o u s t o n ,  Te x a s  h e  e a r n e d  a n  M B A  d e g r e e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  H o u s t o n  i n  1 9 7 7 .

R o b e r t  j o i n e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  h e r e  a t  M i n e s  i n  1 9 8 1  i n  t h e  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g  D e -
pa r tmen t  and  se rved  wi th  uncommon  d i s t i nc t ion  du r ing  the  pas t  20  yea r s .   Robe r t ’s  ded ica t ion
t o  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  p a r t  b y  h i s  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  P h . D .  i n  E d u c a t i o n  L e a d -
e r s h i p  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o  a t  D e n v e r  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 0 .   R o b e r t  w a s  a l w a y s
l e a r n i n g  a n d  a l w a y s  t e a c h i n g ,  b o t h  t h r o u g h  p l a n n e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  b y  t h e  e x a m p l e  h e
s e t  t h r o u g h  h i s  a c t i o n s .

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M i n e s  f a c u l t y  d u r i n g  t h e s e  2 0  y e a r s  R o b e r t  f o c u s e d  h i s  e f f o r t s
o n  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .   H e  t a u g h t  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  c l a s s e s ,  f r o m  f r e s h m a n
C S M 1 0 1  t h r o u g h  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  v e r y  p o p u -
l a r  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s .   A l t h o u g h  R o b e r t  d i d  n o t  s e e k  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  h e  w a s  a
f a v o r i t e  t e a c h e r  a n d  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  h o n o r e d  b y  t h e  s e n i o r  c l a s s  a s  t h e  O u t s t a n d i n g  F a c -
u l t y  M e m b e r  i n  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g .   I n  1 9 9 4  R o b e r t ’s  t e a c h i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  w a s  r e c -
o g n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  A m o c o  F o u n d a t i o n  O u t s t a n d i n g  Te a c h i n g  Aw a r d  f o r  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  u n -
d e r g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  a t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s .

N o t  o n l y  d i d  R o b e r t  e x c e l  a s  a  t e a c h e r ,  h e  w a s  a l s o  t h o r o u g h l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  r e -
s e a r c h .   H e  w a s  a  p o p u l a r  c h o i c e  a m o n g  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a s  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  a d v i s o r  a n d
w a s  a s k e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  m a n y  c o m m i t t e e s .   R o b e r t  w a s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  e x p e r t  a n d  p i o n e e r  i n
seve ra l  a r ea s  o f  r e sea rch  du r ing  h i s  Mines  t enu re .  He  t ru ly  i nven t ed ,  deve loped ,  and  mas t e r ed
t h e  a r e a  o f  I n t e g r a t e d  M u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  Te a m  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .   H i s  p i o n e e r i n g
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s u c c e s s  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  m a n y  p e e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  o t h e r
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  g e o - s c i e n c e  a n d  g e o - e n g i n e e r i n g  p r o g r a m s .

I n  t h e  a r e n a  o f  P e t r o l e u m  E c o n o m i c  E v a l u a t i o n s  R o b e r t  r e s e a r c h e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d
n e w  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  e a r n e d  h i m  m u l t i p l e  a w a r d s  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o m m u n i t y.   I n  1 9 9 4  R o b e r t  w a s  c h o s e n  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  n e w l y  e s t a b l i s h e d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  o f  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r s  Aw a r d  f o r  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d
i n  1 9 9 9  t h e  A I M E  h o n o r e d  R o b e r t  w i t h  t h e i r  M i n e r a l  E c o n o m i c s  Aw a r d .

R o b e r t ’s  s t e a d f a s t  s e r v i c e  t o  C S M  a n d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  b r o u g h t  t r e -
m e n d o u s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  h i m s e l f  a n d  w o r l d w i d e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  C S M .   H e  h e l p e d  b u i l d
C S M ’s  P e t r o l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  a  l e v e l  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o p  p r o -
g r a m s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

R o b e r t  w a s  r e s p e c t e d ,  l i k e d ,  a n d  a d m i r e d  b y  t h e  M i n e s  C o m m u n i t y.   H e  w a s  a  t r u e
g e n t l e m a n  a n d  a  s c h o l a r ,  a n d  w a s  a l w a y s  f r i e n d l y  a n d  h e l p f u l .

I t  i s  w i t h  d e e p  s a d n e s s  a n d  g r i e f  t h a t  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  R o b e r t  T h -
o m p s o n ,  a n  e d u c a t o r  a n d  a  f r i e n d .

This  second document  i s  a  reproduct ion  o f  the  eu logy  which  was  read  a t  Rober t ’s
funeral  serv ices  on  June  18 ,  2001,  conta in ing  my own personal  lamenta t ions .

To : T h e  F a m i l y  a n d  F r i e n d s  o f  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n
F r o m : C r a i g  Va n  K i r k ,  M o n d a y  J u n e  1 8 ,  2 0 0 1

R o b e r t  h a s  b e e n  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  m o s t  o f  m y  a d u l t  l i f e ,  a n d  h e  a l -
w a y s  w i l l  b e .   D u r i n g  o u r  j o i n t  e f f o r t s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  g o a l s  f o r  o u r  s t u -
d e n t s  a n d  o u r  c o m r a d e s  a t  t h e  C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s ,  s o m e  t i m e s  w e r e
d i f f i c u l t .   S o m e t i m e s  t h e  d u s t  a n d  t h e  s m o k e  w e r e  s o  t h i c k  t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o t
s e e  c l e a r l y,  a n d  t h e  n o i s e  a n d  t h e  c h a o s  c o u l d  b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  s o  t h a t  I
c o u l d  n o t  t h i n k  c l e a r l y,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  I  w o u l d  s t r a y
o f f  t h e  c o u r s e  t o  o u r  g o a l .

D u r i n g  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  I  t r i e d  t o  s t a y  n e a r  t o  R o b e r t ,  a n d  w h e n -
e v e r  I  f o u n d  t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o t  s e e  h i m ,  I  w o u l d  l o o k  t o  s e e  w h e r e  h e  w a s ,

b e c a u s e  I  k n e w  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  o n  t h e  r i g h t
c o u r s e  h e a d i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e
m o s t  p e r f e c t  p a t h  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d .

     D u r i n g  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  I  w o u l d
a lways  seek  ou t  Rober t ,  because  in  h i s  p res -
e n c e  I  a l w a y s  f e l t  s a f e ,  a n d  g o o d ,  a n d  c o n -
f i d e n t  o f  v i c t o r y.   I n  h i s  a b s e n c e ,  I  a m  n o t
s o  s u r e  w h a t  t o  d o .

    I n  h i s  h o n o r  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  c o n t i n u e
t o w a r d  R o b e r t ’s  g o a l s ;  t o  k e e p  t h e  f a i t h ,
t o  f i g h t  t h e  g o o d  f i g h t ,  a n d  t o  l i v e  t h e  g o o d
l i f e .
      In  Rober t ’s  memory,  I  wi l l  s t r ive  to  car ry
o n  w i t h o u t  h i m  n e a r b y,  b u t  a l w a y s  i n  m y
t h o u g h t s  a n d  p r a y e r s .   B u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y
journey  wi l l  no t  be  a s  good  wi thou t  my  dea r
f r i e n d  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n .
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Let ter s  f rom Our  Facu l ty

Richard  L .  Chr i s t i ansen
I n  t w o  p r e v i o u s  n e w s l e t t e r s ,  I  d e s c r i b e d

my writing project on multi-phase flow for reservoir
e n g i n e e r i n g .   I  b e g a n  s e l l i n g  t h e  b o o k  i n  a  s p i -
r a l - b o u n d  f o r m a t  l a t e  i n  t h e  F a l l  2 0 0 0  s e m e s -
t e r.   S o  f a r,  a b o u t  1 5 0
copies have been distri-
buted; not a best  seller,
bu t  I  am ve ry  p l eased .
And, revising is a never-
e n d i n g  t a s k .   I  s p e n t
mos t  o f  t h i s  pas t  sum-
m e r  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t .   I
expec t  t o  p r i n t  a  more
f o r m a l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
book  nex t  yea r.   I  w i l l
sel l  that  version at  cost
t o  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 0 1
vers ion .   The  book can
b e  p u r c h a s e d  t h r o u g h
the CSM bookstore and
you can f ind i t  on their
w e b s i t e .   T h e  b o o k  h a s  s e e d e d  s o m e  c o n s u l t i n g
c a l l s .   J u s t  t h e  o t h e r  d a y,  I  h e l p e d  a  D e n v e r -
a r e a  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  s o m e  r e l a t i v e  p e r m e a b i l i t y
p r o b l e m s .   I f  y o u  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n
of capil lary pressure or relat ive permeabil i ty data,
p l e a s e  g i v e  a  c a l l .

Af ter  many a t tempts ,  I  succeeded th is  las t
Spring in obtaining funding for research on l if t ing
l i q u i d s  f r o m  g a s  w e l l s .   I n  f a c t ,  b o t h  D r.  O z k a n
a n d  I  r e c e i v e d  f u n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  D O E  t h r o u g h
t h e  S t r i p p e r  We l l  C o n s o r t i u m  o p e r a t e d  a t  P e n n
S t a t e .   Wi t h  t h e  f u n d i n g ,  I  w i l l  p u r s u e  t e c h n o l -
ogy  fo r  b reak ing  l iqu ids  in to  sma l l  d rop le t s  tha t
c a n  b e  l i f t e d  b y  t h e  f l o w i n g  g a s  s t r e a m .   I  a n -
t i c i p a t e  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  b u t  e x p e r i e n c e
teaches  tha t  mos t  successes  a re  smal l  s teps .   The
r e s e a r c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e r -
v o i r  a n d  w e l l - b o r e  s y s t e m .   T h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
work wil l  nicely complement  my studies  of  mult i -
p h a s e  f l o w  i n  r o c k .   I  a m  c e r t a i n l y  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  m o r e  p a r t n e r s  i n  t h i s  w o r k .

S o m e o n e  m i g h t  n o t i c e  i f  I  d o n ’ t  m e n t i o n
t e a c h i n g .   Te a c h i n g  d u t i e s  j u s t  w o n ’t  g o  a w a y !
T h i s  l a s t  S p r i n g ,  I  t a u g h t  P E  3 0 8  ( a  s o p h o m o r e
c l a s s  o n  R o c k  P r o p e r t i e s ) .   W h e n  I  s t a r t e d  a t
Mines in 1990, Rock Properties and Fluid Properties
were separate courses:   PE 308 and PE 310.   Then,
f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  a g o ,  w e  c o m b i n e d  t h e  t w o  i n t o
one c lass  that  we creat ively  t i t led  Rock and Fluid

P r o p e r t i e s  ( P E  3 0 9 ) .   We l l ,  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  w e
don ' t  know what  we  a re  do ing ,  we  sp l i t  309  back
i n t o  t w o  c o u r s e s  ( 3 0 8  a n d  3 1 0 )  l a s t  y e a r.   ( I f
y o u  f o l l o w  t r e n d s  i n  t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y,  t h i s  s h o r t
c a s e  s t u d y  w i l l  s o u n d  f a m i l i a r. )   A s  w i t h  a l l  m y
t e a c h i n g ,  P E  3 0 8  s t i m u l a t e d  a  l o t  o f  g o o d  i d e a s
a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  m y  b o o k .

O f  a l l  t h a t  I  h a v e  d o n e  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r,
I  h a v e  t o  s a y  t h a t  m y  w r i t i n g  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n
t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f y i n g .   E v a l u a t i n g  a n d  o rg a n i z -
i n g  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a l l  g e n e r a t e d  f o r
t h e  l a s t  5 0 - p l u s  y e a r s  i s  v e r y  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  i n -
s t r u c t i v e .   T h a t  l e a d s  t o  o n e  o f  m y  p e t  p e e v e s :
o u r  l i t e r a t u r e  n e e d s  m o r e  Q A  a n d  Q C !   S e v e r a l
t i m e s ,  I  h a v e  p r o p o s e d  c r e a t i n g  a n  e l e c t r o n i c
d a t a b a s e  o f  u p - t o - d a t e  r e v i e w s  o f  a l l  p a p e r s  i n
o u r  i n d u s t r y.   S o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  y o u  s e a r c h
t h r o u g h  t h e  S P E  l i b r a r y  a n d  f i n d  a  p a p e r  o n  a
topic  tha t  i s  impor tant  to  you,  you should  wonder
i f  the  paper  i s  a  “good”  paper  o r  no t .   I s  i t  wor th
y o u r  r e a d i n g  e f f o r t ?   I f  t h e  p a p e r  w a s  n o t  r e -
v i ewed  and  pub l i shed  by  the  SPE,  you  may  have
no way of knowing its value.  But, with my proposed
da tabase ,  you  cou ld  qu ick ly  f i nd  r ecen t  r ev i ews
o f  t h a t  p a p e r.   I f  s u c h  a  d a t a b a s e  s o u n d s  u s e f u l
o r  t r u l y  d u m b ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w.

Fina l ly,  the  sudden  pass ing  of  Rober t  Th-
o m p s o n  w a s  a  s h o c k  f o r  a l l  o f  u s .   H e  w a s  a
t r ea su red  co l l eague  and  va lued  ro l e  mode l .   H i s
a t t i t u d e  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o
me .

Yo u  c a n  c a l l  m e  a t  ( 3 0 3 )  2 7 3 - 3 9 6 5  o r  e -
m a i l  m e  a t  r c h r i s t i @ m i n e s . e d u .

Alfred  W.  (B i l l )  Eus te s
Good heavens,

h a s  i t  b e e n  a  y e a r  a l -
r e a d y ?   I t  i s  t i m e  f o r
a n o t h e r  n e w s - l e t t e r.

As a professor,
I  l ike  to  pract ice  what
I  p r e a c h .   L a s t  y e a r ,
i t  w a s  w o r k  i n  L o u i -
s i a n a  w i t h  S k l a r  E x -
p l o r a t i o n .   T h i s  y e a r
i t  was a  change in  c l i -
m a t e s ,  a s  B r i t i s h  P e -
t r o l e u m  E x p l o r a t i o n
A l a s k a  i n  A n c h o r a g e

Richard Christiansen

Bill Eustes
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engaged  me  to  r e -
view many of their
cas ing des igns  for
the North Slope in
a  p roces s  ca l l ed  a
B a s i s  o f  D e s i g n .
T h a n k  y o u  B P !

M y  w i f e ,
daughter,  son ,  80-
pound  Golden Re-
triever puppy,  par-
ents  and I  drove to
A l a s k a  v i a  t h e
Alaska Highway.  It
was  a  long  dr ive ,  bu t  one  very  wel l  wor th  the
effor t .

We eventually made it  to Anchorage, where
w e  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  w e e k s .   O n  t h e  w a y  b a c k
home, we drove through Fairbanks where we visited
w i t h  t h e  B i n k l e y s  ( p a r e n t s  o f  t h r e e  C S M  s t u -
dents )  and  en joyed  the i r  r iverboa t  and  go ld  mine
tours .   Then we drove on to Haines and the Alaska
Mar ine  H ighway  Sys t em.   In t e r e s t i ng ly  enough ,
t h e  C a p t a i n  a n d  I  h a d  a  u n i q u e  c o n n e c t i o n .   We
were  both  a t  the  Alaska  Sta te  Championship  Bas-
ke tba l l  game  in  1974  whe re  Ke tch ikan ,  h i s  h igh
s c h o o l ,  a n d  E i e l s o n ,  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  f o u g h t  i t
o u t  f o r  t h e  C h a m p i o n s h i p .   We  l o s t  b y  a  l o u s y
f o u r  p o i n t s  a s  t h e  C a p t a i n  r e m i n d e d  m e .

Alaska  i s  a  wonder fu l  p lace .   We  en joyed
t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a .   I  e v e n  g o t  t o  p u t
s o m e  t i m e  o n  a  s e a p l a n e  a s  p i l o t - i n - c o m m a n d .

Dr i l l i ng  Resea rch  Ac t iv i t i e s
M y  i c e  w o r k  i s  g o i n g  s t r o n g .   W i l l

F l e c k e n s t e i n  a n d  I  a u t h o r e d  a  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t
o n  t h e  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  i n  t h e  U S  d e e p  i c e - c o r -
i n g  p r o g r a m .   D e e p  i c e  c o r e s  i n  t h e  A n t a r c t i c
a n d  i n  G r e e n l a n d  t e l l  t h e  t a l e  o f  c l i m a t e s  i n  t h e
p a s t .   Wi t h  g l o b a l  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a  m a j o r  c o n -
ce rn  fo r  the  wor ld ,  in fo rmat ion  f rom these  cores
i s  one  me thod  o f  p red ic t ing  wha t  t he  fu tu re  may
br ing .

The  Mar t i an  d r i l l i ng  r e sea rch  p rogram a t
C S M  i s  s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s .   D r s .  N i n g  L u  a n d  B i l l
L i k o s  o f  C S M  a n d  D r.  L e s l i e  G e r t s c h  o f  M i c h i -
gan Tech are my co-PIs.  We are testing the drill ing
o f  v a r i o u s  r o c k s  w i t h  a  p r o p o s e d  d r i l l  b i t .   S o
f a r ,  w e  h a v e  t e s t e d  t h e  b i t  i n  l i m e s t o n e ,  s a n d -
s t o n e ,  a n d  g r a n i t e .   We  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  r e s u l t s
t h a t  w e  c a n  d i s c u s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ;  h o w e v e r,  i t  i s
a  u n i q u e  b i t  t h a t  i s  o n l y  1 - c m  i n  d i a m e t e r.

F i e ld  Ses s ion
I t  s eems  t ha t  many  o f  ou r  a l um l i ke  t o

h e a r  a b o u t  o u r  F i e l d  S e s s i o n  t h a t  w e  h a v e  e v -
e ry  May.   I t  b r ings  back  memor ies  o f  t imes  pas t .

We l l ,  h e r e  i t  i s  a g a i n .
This  year,  we went  to the far  west  to  sunny

C a l i f o r n i a .   M y  s h o t g u n  o n  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  n o n e
o t h e r  t h a n  M a r k  M i l l e r  a s  u s u a l .   J o h n  B r i n k s ,
a  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t ,  w a s  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t .
T h e r e  w e r e  a  t o t a l  o f  2 0  s t u d e n t s .

We  f l ew  to  Los  Ange l e s .    Howeve r,  f o r
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  M a r k  a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  r u n -
n i n g  t h e s e  f i e l d  s e s s i o n s ,  o n e  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s
didn’t  ca tch the  f l ight .   As  i t  would happen,  some
l u g g a g e  w a s  l o s t .   A f t e r  g e t t i n g  o u r  v a n s ,  w e
d r o v e  b a c k  L A X .   L o  a n d  b e h o l d ,  w h e n  w e  r e -
t r i e v e d  t h e  l u g g a g e ,  t h e r e  w a s  o u r  m i s s i n g  s t u -
d e n t !   H e  i s  t h e  l u c k i e s t  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  w o r l d !

We  d r o v e  o n  t o  v i s i t  Ve n o c o ’s  l e a s e  i n
Beverly Hil ls  where Bil l  Giardino showed us their
ope ra t ions .   They  have  a  r ig  cove red  wi th  a  coo l
l o o k i n g  d e s i g n  c a l l e d  t h e  P r o j e c t  9 8 6 5 .   G o  s e e
i t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  y o u  a r e  i n  B e v e r l y  H i l l s .   T h e n
w e  d r o v e  t h r o u g h  B e v e r l y  H i l l s — w h e r e  e v e r y
c a r  c o s t s  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  e v e r y  d r i v e r
h a s  a  c e l l  p h o n e — t o  L a  B r e a  Ta r  P i t s .

We  spen t  Tuesday  morn ing  a t  Oxy’s  E lk
Hills operation.  There, Curt Golike, Felix Vasquez,
Jeff Quintana, Jesse Pino, John Allen, Mike Moshler,
Steve Hardaway, and Steve Smart showed us around
t h e  E l k  H i l l s  f i e l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g a s  p l a n t ,  a n d
the i r  o ff i ce  opera t ions  where  among  o ther  tours ,
w e  s a w  a  3 - D  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  g e o l o g y.   T h e
a f t e r n o o n  w a s  s p e n t  a t  P r o d u c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  i n
Ta f t  w i th  Bob  Doe r ing  and  Tom Demos  go ing
over downhole rod pumps and then on to Bakersfield
to  KBA Enginee r ing  wi th  R ick  Jones  where  they
r e h a b i l i t a t e  p u m p i n g  u n i t s .

A e r a  E n e rg y  h o s t e d  t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s .
A l f r e d  Ti s c h l e r  a n d  Ry a n  N e l s o n  p u t  t o g e t h e r
q u i t e  a  s h o w  f o r  u s .   I t  s t a r t e d  a t  5 : 4 5  A M  o n
both days.  We spent all day Wednesday and Thurs-
d a y  m o r n i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  B e l r i d g e  f i e l d  a n d  e x -
t e n s i v e l y  t o u r e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w a -
ter injection facility, co-generation plant, workover
un i t s ,  and  a  d r i l l i ng  r i g .   We  even  spen t  t ime  a t

Alfred Tischler of Aera
Energy demonstrates
a seriously cross-linked
frac f luid to the stu-
dents participating in
the 2001 Field Session.
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a n  o n - g o i n g  f r a c  j o b .    O u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  g o e s
ou t  t o  t he  fo l l owing  peop l e :  E r i c  Pau l son ,  John
J a m e s ,  L i s a  D e n k e ,  M i k e  Tu r n e r,  R o b e r t  D y e ,
Dave Wahl,  Dennis  Ash,  Kort  Pereira ,  Ted Meraz,
A a r o n  S p e i r s ,  B o b  Q u i n n ,  B r y a n  J o l l e y,  D a v i d
M a y e r,  E d  Ve a t h ,  J o h n  S t e v e n s ,  R a n d y  M e y e r,
and Sherry Riddle,  al l  of Aera.   Also,  Gary Morris
o f  P e n g o  a n d  J o s e  L u n a  o f  H a l l i b u r t o n  g e t  o u r
t h a n k s ,  t o o .   M y  o n l y  c o m p l a i n t  i s  t h a t  I  w i s h
t h e y  c o u l d  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h a t  1 0 2 ° F  t e m -
p e r a t u r e .   I t  w a s  m i d - M a y  f o r  g o o d n e s s  s a k e .

F r i d a y,  i t  w a s  Te x a c o ’s  t u r n  t o  h o s t  u s
a t  t h e  K e r n  R i v e r  f i e l d .   T h e  K e r n  R i v e r  f i e l d
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g  o i l f i e l d  h i s t o r y  m a k e r s .   We
had Roxanne Durako, Erin Elkin, Michelle Ashton,
a n d  M i k e  R i c h e y  s h o w  u s  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o d u c -
t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  b a t t e r i e s ,  a n d  m a n i f o l d  s y s t e m s
a n d  a l s o  t h e i r  3 - D  w o r k r o o m ,  w h e r e  w e  w e r e
t r e a t e d  t o  a  g e o l o g y  s h o w.   T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  i t
was  o f f  t o  Ha l l i bu r ton ’s  f i e l d  c amp  whe re  we
t o u r e d  t h e  y a r d  a n d  t h e n  w e  w e n t  t o  t h e  l a b  f o r
s o m e  n e a t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  c e m e n t  s q u e e z e
ma te r i a l s .   Whi l e  we  were  t he r e ,  Roge r  Graham
o f  B a r o i d  a r r a n g e d  a  q u i c k  v i s i t  t o  o n e  o f  t h e
d e e p e r  r i g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S a n  J o a q u i n  v a l -
l e y,  K e n a i  R i g  # 4 4 .   A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  a  s p u r  o f
t h e  m o m e n t  t y p e  o f  t o u r,  i t  e x c e e d e d  a l l  o f  m y
e x p e c t a t i o n s !   I  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  e f f o r t s
o f  Roger,  S teve  Cody,  Sco t t  Harvey,  Ted  Meraz ,
B o b  M a r t i n ,  D a n  B o u r,  a n d  M a t t  K o h r  f o r  p u t -
t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  g r e a t  v i s i t  on  such  sho r t  no t i c e .

S a t u r d a y  s a w  u s  a t  H u g h e s  C h r i s t e n s e n
w i t h  J i m  Wu e r t z  a n d  J o h n  G o f o r t h  l o o k i n g  a t
var ious  b i t s  and  then  on  to  Core  Labora tory  wi th
Linda Specht and Rossini Silveira reviewing cores
a n d  c o r e  a n a l y s i s .   We  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e s e  p e o p l e
g i v i n g  u p  t h e i r  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g s  f o r  u s .   A f -
t e r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f  l e i s u r e ,  w e  a l l  w e n t  t o  t h e

Alumni  picnic  sponsored by the Bakersf ie ld  CSM
Alumni  Chap t e r  a r r anged  by  Joe  Nahama .   We
had  a  g rea t  t ime  wi th  p l en ty  o f  food  and  Lonn ie
K e r l e y  a s  t h e  H e a d  F l i p p e r  ( H e  h a s  a  j o b  w i t h
M c D o n a l d ’s  i f  t h e  o i l  i n d u s t r y  r u n s  i n t o  s e r i -
ous ly  ha rd  t imes )  and  lo t s  o f  a lumni / s tuden t  in -
teraction.  This included a game of Frisbee football
t h a t  J o e  a n d  I  p l a y e d  a g a i n s t  s t u d e n t s  h a l f  o u r
a g e .   I t  i s  a  w o n d e r  t h a t  I  s u r v i v e d .

S u n d a y  w e  h e a d e d  d o w n  t o  S a n t a  B a r -
b a r a  a n d  t h e  c o o l  w e a t h e r.   I n  f a c t ,  i t  w a s  t o o
c o o l .   A  d a y  a t  t h e  b e a c h  d i d n ’ t  p a n  o u t  a s  i t
w a s  t o o  c o l d .    M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  w e  v i s i t e d  P a -
c i f ic  Opera tors  Offshore  and  the  Hogan p la t form
in  the  San ta  Barbara  Channe l .   John  Kramer  and
Wi l l  F l e c k e n s t e i n  w e r e  o u r  h o s t s  f o r  t h i s  v i s i t .
Af te r  we  re tu rned  to  shore ,  we  wen t  th rough  the
onshore  p roduc t ion  f ac i l i t i e s  and  to  the i r  o ff i ce
in  Santa  Barbara .   There ,  we  had  some good  d i s -
c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a -
t i o n s  b y  Wi l l ,  E d w i n  E d w a r d s ,  B r u c e  J o h n s t o n ,
and  S t eve  Coombs .

T u e s d a y  w e  w e r e  i n  Ve n t u r a  a t
Sch lumbe rge r ’s  c amp .   The re  we  s aw  pe r fo r a t -
i n g  g u n s ,  o f f s h o r e  w i r e l i n e  u n i t s ,  a n d  a  c o i l e d
t u b i n g  u n i t .   S t e v e  G r a y s o n  a n d  K e n n e t h  G a d e
w e r e  o u r  h o s t s .   A f t e r  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d r i v e  t o
g e t  t o  P a s a d e n a  a n d  h o l y  h e c k  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a
p l a c e  t o  p a r k ,  w e  h a d  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  J e t  P r o p u l -
s i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  h o s t e d  b y  B r i a n  Wi l c o x .   We
toured their museum and walked through the robotics
l a b o r a t o r y.   T h i s  i n c l u d e d  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  l a t e s t
r o v e r  f o r  M a r s ,  F I D O ,  a n d  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f
a  n a n o - r o v e r  f o r  a s t e r o i d  e x p l o r a t i o n .

O n  We d n e s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y,  w e  w e r e
scheduled to  vis i t  some geothermal  wel ls  but  that
w a s  c a n c e l e d  t w o  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  t r i p .   S o ,
Mark, John, and I literally rewrote the field session

Twenty students partici-
pated in the 2001 Field

Session and toured petro-
leum facilities in south-

ern California.  They are
shown here on the Hogan

Platform in the Santa
Barbara Channel.
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on  the  f l y.   I  app rec i a t e  t he  he lp  f rom Dave  and
Ed Mayer and Richard Christensen.  The Department
o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  l e d
us  i n  a  g rea t  d i s cus s ion  o f  gove rnmen t ’s  ro l e  i n
oi l  and gas  opera t ions .   Our  thanks  go to  Randal l
A d a m s ,  D a v e  C l a r k ,  B e r t  E l l i s o n ,  D a v e  Tu t t l e ,
and  Mike  Woods .

T h u r s d a y,  M i k e  C l a r k  o f  C h e v r o n  t o o k
us   to  the  wes tern  San  Joaquin  Val ley  for  a  s tudy
o f  o u t c r o p s  o f  t u r b i d i t e s  a n d  d i a t o m i t e  a s  w e l l
a s  a  f ew  o i l f i e l d  h i s t o ry  l e s sons .   We  s aw  some
real  his tory west  of  McKit t r ick at  some oi l  seeps,
i n c l u d i n g  o n e  s e e p  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  i g n i t e  i n t o  a
b a l l  o f  f i r e  ( a  s m a l l  o n e  t h a t  i s ) .   T h a t  a f t e r -
n o o n ,  t h e  c u r a t o r  a n d  h e r  s t a f f  a t  t h e  We s t e r n
Kern Oilfield Museum gave us a tour of the museum.
T h a t  i s  a  v e r y  n i c e  p l a c e  t o  v i s i t  a n d  I  c a n  r e c -
o m m e n d  i t .   T h e n  c a m e  t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e
t r i p :  d r i v i n g  t h r o u g h  L A  t r a ff i c  a t  r u s h  h o u r  t o
g e t  t o  L o n g  B e a c h .   We  s u r v i v e d  i t ;  j u s t  d o n ’ t
g e t  i n  a  h u r r y.

T h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  f i e l d  t r i p  w a s  s p e n t
a t  Oxy’s  Long  Beach  THUMS un i t .   Tom Turne r
a n d  P a t  M a y s  t o o k  u s  t o  a  r i g  a t  P i e r  J  a n d  o n
to  Is land  Chaffee .   There ,  and  back  a t  the i r  Long
B e a c h  o f f i c e  a n d  a t  t h e  B r o a d w a y  S t r e e t  P r o -
duc t ion  f ac i l i t y,  t hey  and  Ger ia l  Ho lman ,  Kev in
O l s e n ,  S o n y a  C h a v e z ,  a n d  Ted  Wa l k e r  s h o w e d
u s  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  f r o m  s p u d  t o  s a l e s .

We  l e f t  C a l i f o r n i a  l a t e r  t h a t  d a y.   I  a m
p l e a s e d  t o  s a y  w e  d i d n ’ t  l o s e  a n y  s t u d e n t s ,  a t
l e a s t  u n t i l  w e  g o t  t o  L A X .   T h e y  a l l  s h o w e d  u p
i n  P E G N  3 11  t h i s  s e m e s t e r,  s o  t h e y  a l l  m a d e  i t
b a c k .

E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  m u c h  h a s
been  wr i t t en  abou t  t he  l o s s  o f  a  dea r  co l l eague .
I  w a n t  t o  a d d  m y  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o  R o b e r t ’s  f a m -
i l y,  t o o .   A s  I  h a v e  t o l d  s o m e  o f  y o u ,  t h e  d e -
p a r t m e n t ,  t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  l o s t
a  g r e a t  t e a c h e r  a n d  l e a d e r.   We  m a y  f i n d  s o m e -
o n e  t o  t e a c h  e c o n o m i c s ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  f i n d
a n y o n e  t o  r e p l a c e  R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n .

John  R .  Fanch i
Teach ing .  Research .  Serv ice .  These  th ree

t a s k s  a r e  t h e  b a l l s  t h a t  h a v e  t o  b e  j u g g l e d  b y  a
member of the faculty.  Let me begin with teaching.

One of my ongoing tasks is  to keep teaching
m a t e r i a l s  c u r r e n t  i n  a n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  i s  r a p -
i d l y  c h a n g i n g .  We  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e f i n e  t h e
c o n t e n t  o f  c l a s s e s  t h a t  a r e  j o i n t l y  t a u g h t  b y
PE, Geology,  and Geophysics faculty.  The courses
a r e  f o c u s i n g  o n  t o p i c s  t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o
i n d u s t r y  a n d  t o  s o c i e t y.  T h e  t o p i c s  l a s t  y e a r

i n c l u d e d  r e s e r v o i r  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  a n d  c o a l b e d
m e t h a n e  p r o d u c t i o n .  I  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a  b o o k -
l e n g t h  m a n u s c r i p t  c a l l e d  S h a re d  E a r t h  M o d -
e l i n g  t h a t  p r e s e n t s  a  s u c c i n c t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o
b a c k g r o u n d  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  g e o s c i e n c e s  a n d  e n -
g i n e e r i n g .  T h e  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  u s e d  t o  s u p p l e -
m e n t  l e c t u r e s  i n  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o u r s e s  a n d
served as  the  pr imary  text  in  an  onl ine  in tegra ted
r e s e r v o i r  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  c o u r s e .

T h e  n e x t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k  I  u s e  i n  m y
senior  reservoi r  engineer ing  c lass ,  Principles  of
A p p l i e d  R e s e r v o i r  S i m u l a t i o n ,  2 n d E d i t i o n ,  i s
n o w  i n  p r i n t .  I t s  f i n a l  r e l e a s e  w a s  d e l a y e d  b y
an acquisition in the publishing industry. Sometimes
i t ’s  n i c e  t o  s e e  t h a t  o u r  i n d u s t r y  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y
i n d u s t r y  t h a t  i s  c h a n g i n g .  T h e  n e w  e d i t i o n  h a s
been  des igned  to  make
a  s m o o t h e r  t r a n s i t i o n
wi th  the  f i r s t  s emes te r
course  in  rese rvo i r  en-
gineering,  and includes
a  Windows-based  f low
s i m u l a t o r .  T h e  f l o w
simulator and an accom-
panying  3-D visua l iza-
t i on  p rog ram he lp  s tu -
dents  l ea rn  more  about
modern  reservoi r  engi -
neer ing by giving them
h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e
wi th  sof tware  they  can
t a k e  w i t h  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  c o u r s e  i s  o v e r.

The senior  seminar in PE has evolved from
p r i m a r i l y  o r a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  o r a l  a n d  w r i t -
t e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o n  t o p i c s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  t o
t h e  P E  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  e n -
e rgy  p ro fe s s iona l s ,  t he  fu tu r e  o f  ene rgy,  e t h i c s ,
a n d  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g .  To  a d d  s o m e  s p i c e  t o  t h e
course,  I  worked with Michael  Goedecke,  a  wri ter
i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  w r i t e  F l a s h p o i n t :  S a k h a l i n .
T h e  b o o k  d r a m a t i z e s  e t h i c a l  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  g l o -
b a l  e n e rg y  i n d u s t r y.  I t  s h o u l d  m a k e  c l a s s r o o m
discuss ions  o f  mora l  d i l emmas  qu i t e  i n t e re s t ing
as  s tudents  ana lyze  the  e th ica l  behavior  of  a  cas t
o f  c h a r a c t e r s .

On  the  research  s ide ,  we  a re  wel l  in to  the
f i r s t  yea r  o f  t he  Consor t ium fo r  In t eg ra t ed  F low
M o d e l i n g ,  o r  C I F M  f o r  s h o r t .  C I F M  h a s  b e e n
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
p r o c e s s e s  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  n e e d e d  i n  a
model -cent r ic  sys tem.  In tegra ted  f low model ing ,
which is  the combination of a petrophysical  model
a n d  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f l o w  s i m u l a t o r,  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y
d e v i s e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f
t i m e l a p s e  s e i s m o l o g y.  I  p u b l i s h e d  m a n y  o f  t h e
b a c k g r o u n d  i d e a s  i n  t h e  2 0 0 0  b o o k  I n t e g r a t e d
Flow Mode l ing .  We  a re  l ea rn ing  tha t  i n t eg ra t ed

John Fanci
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f l o w  m o d e l s  h a v e  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  u s e s .
Our research is  generating new insight into

h o w  t o  c a l c u l a t e  i m p o r t a n t  g e o m e c h a n i c a l  p a -
r a m e t e r s  a t  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  m o r e  c o m -
plicated systems. We are now able to easily calculate
such properties as Poisson’s ratio, Young’s modulus,
a n d  u n i a x i a l  c o m p a c t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l i f e  o f
the reservoir  f rom a minimal  input  data  set .  These
properties give us additional insight into the behavior
o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s
l i fe ,  and the  impact  of  s t ructural  changes  on f luid
f low.

S e r v i c e  t o  o rg a n i z a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d
i n d u s t r y  i s  t h e  t h i r d  b a l l  t h a t  m u s t  b e  j u g g l e d .
P r o b a b l y  o f  m o s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  y o u  i s  t h e  d e v e l -
opment of a new Petroleum Engineering Handbook
b y  t h e  S P E  u n d e r  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  L a r r y  L a k e
(UT-Aus t in ) .  Many  of  our  co l l eagues  a round  the
w o r l d  a r e  w r i t i n g  t h e  n e w  P E  H a n d b o o k .  I  a m
edi t ing  the  Genera l  Engineer ing  Sec t ion .  By  th i s
t i m e  n e x t  y e a r ,  I  h o p e  t o  b e  t e l l i n g  y o u  h o w  t o
o b t a i n  a  c o p y.

One  o the r  s e rv i ce  ac t i v i t y  migh t  i n t e r e s t
t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a s s e t  m a n -
agement teams:  I  have co-edited the October issue
of The Leading Edge with Wayne Pennington (Michi-
gan Tech). The Society of Exploration Geophysicists
p u b l i s h e s  t h e  j o u r n a l  a n d  o u r  i s s u e  t a k e s  a  l o o k
at applications of technology at the interface between
g e o p h y s i c s  a n d  r e s e r v o i r  e n g i n e e r i n g .

I f  you  would  l ike  more  in format ion  about
my  r e sea r ch  o r  books ,  v i s i t  my  webs i t e  a t  h t t p : /
/www.mines . edu /~ j f anch i / .

Ramona  Graves
This is the beginning of my 21st year teaching

in the Petroleum Engineering Department at Mines.
I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a v e  h a d  t o  s t a r t  a  y e a r
without the gentle humor, wry wit and quiet strength
o f  R o b e r t .   I  p r o f o u n d l y  m i s s  h i m .   B u t  W O W,
did  we ever  have  some grea t  adventures  together.
T h e  t i m e s  w e  s p e n t  c a m p i n g  w i t h  t h e  3 1 6  s t u -
d e n t s  i n  A l a s k a  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  a m o n g  m y  f a -
v o r i t e  m e m o r i e s .   I  g u e s s  w e  w i l l  a l l  j u s t  h a v e
t o  g o  t o  “ P l a n  B ”  a n d  c o n t i n u e  o n  w i t h o u t  h i m .

My la se r - rock  des t ruc t ion  re sea rch  i s  the
one  o f  the  mos t  exc i t ing  p r o j e c t s  I  h a v e  w o r k e d
o n  i n  m y  c a r e e r .   T h e  r e s e a r c h  t e a m  o f  e n g i -
n e e r s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t  f r o m  P D V S A ,  H a l l i b u r t o n ,
Gas  Techno logy  Ins t i tu te ,  and  Argonne  Na t iona l
L a b s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  p r o d u c -
t i v e  t e a m s  I  h a v e  e v e r  w o r k e d  o n .   T h i s  y e a r
one  of  the  b igges t  accompl ishments  was  to  t rans-
m i t  a  l a s e r  b e a m  t h r o u g h  a  f i b e r  o p t i c  c a b l e

t h a t  w a s  s u b m e r g e d  i n  w a t e r  a n d  s t i l l  d e s t r o y
r o c k s .     I ’ v e  a l s o  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  G o l d e n
c o m p a n y,  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  Te c h n o l o g i e s ,  u s -
i n g  a  d i o d e  l a s e r .   T h e  e n t i r e  l a s e r  s e t - u p  i s
a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  m i n i - v a n ! !   N e x t  y e a r  w e
w i l l  b e  z a p p i n g  r o c k  u n d e r  s i m u l a t e d  r e s e r v o i r
c o n d i t i o n s .   I  p l a n  o n  s o l i c i t i n g  i n d u s t r y  p a r t -
ne rs  to  supp lement  cur ren t  DOE suppor t  in  ea r ly
2 0 0 2 .

However,  teaching is  s t i l l  my true passion.
T h e  s t u d e n t s  e n e r g i z e  m e  a n d  a l w a y s  m a k e  m e
l a u g h .   W h a t  a  l u c k y  p e r s o n  I  a m  t o  h a v e  a
j o b  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  c o m i n g  t o  e v e r y  d a y  ( a n d
l a t e l y  i t  h a s  b e e n
every day!)  Our PE
f a c u l t y  i s  s t r o n g
a n d  e n t h u s e d .   I t ’s
n i c e  t o  w o r k  w i t h
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e
s a m e  g o a l s .   I t  i s
going to  be another
g r e a t  y e a r .

On the home
fr o n t ,  J a k e  h a s  d e -
c i d e d  t o  b e  a  m e -
chanic  and is  in  h is
s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  a
t w o - y e a r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m .   I t  m u s t  b e  a  g o o d
o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e  t u i t i o n  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  t u -
i t i o n  a t  M i n e s .   H e  i s  h a v i n g  a  g o o d  t i m e  a n d
e n j o y i n g  b e i n g  2 0  y e a r s  o l d .   L a c e y  ( 1 9 )  i s  i n
S a n  F r a n c i s c o  s t u d y i n g  t o  g e t  a  d e g r e e  i n  p h o -
t o g r a p h y.   M u c h  t o  h e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  s h e  s t i l l
h a s  t o  t a k e  m a t h  a n d  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s !   S h e  r e -
al ly  loves l iving in  the bay area and I  real ly  enjoy
go ing  t he r e  t o  v i s i t  he r.   They  bo th  go  t o  s choo l
f u l l  t i m e  a n d  w o r k  f u l l  t i m e .   W h e r e  d i d  t h e y
e v e r  g e t  t h a t  c r a z y  w o r k  e t h i c ?   I  m i s s  t h e m
b o t h  b u t  I  s t i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  d o g ,  F r e d ,  t o  k e e p
me  company.

Unt i l  we  see  each  o the r  aga in ,  I  wi sh  you
p e a c e  a n d  j o y.

Hosse in  Kazemi
This  i s  my  f i r s t  con t r ibu t ion  to  the  news-

l e t t e r.  I  a m  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  D r.  C r a i g  Va n  K i r k
f o r  a s k i n g  m e  t o  s u b m i t  a  f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  m y
activities at the Petroleum Engineering Department.
I  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  n i c e  t o  k n o w  w h y  I  a m  h e r e
a t  t h e  C S M .

The journey began a li t t le more than twenty
y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  C r a i g  c a l l e d  m e  u p  a t  M a r a -
thon  Techno logy  Cen te r  and  a sked  me  i f  I  cou ld

Ramona Graves
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t each  a  cou r se  on  r e s -
e r v o i r  m o d e l i n g  o r
we l l  t e s t i ng .  You  s ee ,
t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  v e r y
high around year  1980
and, as I  recall ,  we had
511 students  s igned up
in  petroleum engineer-
ing!  Everybody on  the
staff was very busy and
the Department needed
he lp .  Wi th  permiss ion
f rom Mara thon ,  I  s a id
yes to  Craig.  Thus,  my
s e c o n d  c a r e e r  b e g a n  t h e n  a s  a n  a d j u n c t  p r o -
fe s so r.  I  t augh t  one  cour se  a  semes te r  a t  n igh t—
m o s t l y  g r a d u a t e  c o u r s e s .  T h e n ,  I  b e g a n  d o -
i n g  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  w a s
r e a l l y  f u n  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  b e i n g
a researcher while I  was managing the Engineering
Depa r tmen t  and  l a t e r  t he  en t i r e  Rese rvo i r  Tech -
n o l o g y  i n  M a r a t h o n .  T h e  r e s t  i s  h i s t o r y  a n d  i t
s imply  ind ica tes  tha t  I  was  very  lucky  to  rece ive
t h a t  p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  C r a i g .

R e c e n t l y  M a r a t h o n  d e c i d e d  t o  c l o s e  i t s
world-class technology center  because of  pressure
f r o m  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e .  I  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a y
in Colorado instead of going to Houston for purely
personal reasons. While I miss the heavy involvement
i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  s i d e  o f  p e t r o l e u m  e x p l o r a t i o n
a n d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  I  a m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  d e v o t e  m y
energ ies  to  my f i r s t  love ,  which  i s  the  academia .
N o w,  I  a m  p l a n n i n g  t o  t e a c h  t w o  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e
daytime and increase my involvement in conducting
r e s e a r c h .  I n  f a c t ,  I  h av e  p r o p o s e d  t o  C r a i g  t h a t
w e  e s t a b l i s h  a  C e n t e r  f o r  R e s e r v o i r  S t u d i e s  a t
the  Depar tmen t  t o  conduc t  p rac t i ca l  r e sea rch  on
s u b j e c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y.  A  f u r t h e r
g o a l  i s  t o  c o n d u c t  s u c h  r e s e a r c h  i n  a  t i m e l y
and cost-effect ive manner  using the Department’s
h i g h - c l a s s  r e s o u r c e s  a s  w e l l  a s  o u t s i d e  h e l p
f r o m  l o c a l  w o r l d - c l a s s  e x p e r t s  w e  k n o w.  We
w i l l  p u r s u e  t h i s  r i g o r o u s l y.

A s  f o r  m e ,  I  t a u g h t  t h r e e  c o u r s e s  l a s t
spring—one senior course and two graduate courses.
I  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  b e c a u s e  t w o  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s
were new for me. I wanted to share with my students,
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e d  a c a d e m i c  m a t e r i a l ,
t he  expe r i ences  o f  my  p ro fes s iona l  ca ree r  in  the
b u s i n e s s  w o r l d .  I t  w o r k e d  v e r y  w e l l !  T h a n k s  t o
C r a i g  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

T h i s  s e m e s t e r  I  t e a c h  t h e  f i r s t  c o u r s e
in  r e se rvo i r  s imula t ion  and  compos i t iona l  s imu-
lation. I  am also working with a couple of graduate
s tuden t s  on  top ics  o f  in t e res t  t o  me—espec ia l ly,

g r a v i t y  d r a i n a g e  i n  f r a c t u r e d  r e s e r v o i r s  a n d
unders tand ing  mass  t rans fe r  mechanisms  in  such
r e s e r v o i r s .

I  a m  e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k
w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  i n
the  PE ,  who  have  we l comed  me  t o  t he i r  work -
p lace .  Thank  you  a l l—espec ia l ly  Dee  and  Chr i s .

Mark  Mi l l er
T h e  c o m p u t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  i n  o u r  d e p a r t -

ment  rece ived a  b ig  boos t  th is  pas t  year.   A large
d o n a t i o n  f r o m  M a r a t h o n ,  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h
s t u d e n t  t e c h n o l o g y  f e e s ,  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  o p e n  a
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  c o m p u t i n g  l a b .   T h e  n e w  l a b
b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  s t a t e - o f - a r t  w o r k s t a t i o n s  w i t h
i n d u s t r y  s o f t w a r e ,  a l l o w i n g  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s
t o  w o r k  o n  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r ength  problems.   Wi th
all of the new machines,
w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p u t
o l d e r  m a c h i n e s  i n t o
graduate  off ices .   We
also set up a new server,
added printers, and com-
pletely rewired the first
floor.   Keeping up with
the constantly changing
technology  i s  a  p r ior -
i ty  for  the  depar tment .
I t  a l so  keeps  me busy.

Academically, I
have been working with
Richard Christiansen on
d e v e l o p i n g  p r o g r a m -
m i n g  l a b o r a t o r i e s  f o r
our  undergraduate  s tu-
den t s .   Ra the r  t han  l ea rn  FORTRAN or  C++ ,  we
a r e  t e a c h i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f
p r o g r a m m i n g  u s i n g  a  t o o l  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  l i k e l y
h a v e  w h e n  t h e y  l e a v e  M i n e s :   E x c e l .  We l l  n o t
exactly Excel,  Visual Basic for Applications.  This
t o o l  a l l o w s  e n g i n e e r s  t o  g r e a t l y  e x t e n d  t h e  c a -
p a b i l i t y  o f  E x c e l .   I t  a l s o  c a n  m a k e  t h e  i n f a -
m o u s  “ Ta r n e r ”  s e n i o r  p r o j e c t  e a s i e r.

F ie ld  sess ion  was  spent  in  Cal i forn ia  th i s
summer.   I  pa r t i cu la r ly  en joyed  i t ,  hav ing  spen t
several  summers  working there .   Whi le  i t  seemed
t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  s o m e  g r o w t h  a n d  c h a n g e ,
m u c h  w a s  t h e  s a m e .   A E R A  d i d  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l
job  of  providing our  s tudents  wi th  a  look a t  what
p e t r o l e u m  e n g i n e e r i n g  e n t a i l s  a n d  t h e  k i n d s  o f
j o b s  t h e y  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  b e  d o i n g .  A s  a l w a y s ,
more  abou t  f i e ld  ses s ion  ac t iv i t i e s  can  be  found
i n  B i l l  E u s t e s ’s  s e c t i o n .

Hossein Kazemi

Mark Miller
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Erda l  Ozkan
Another year has

passed and it is the time
to say hello again. It was
a  good  year  un t i l  ea r ly
s u m m e r  w h e n  w e  l o s t
R o b e r t  T h o m p s o n .  A s
i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w o
years,  we had spent two
w e e k s  i n  M a s s o d o n a
wi th  Rober t  and  i t  was
another excellent PE 316
F i e l d  S e s s i o n .  I  c o u l d
n o t  b e l i e v e  i t  w h e n  I
hea rd  t he  shock ing  news .  I t  w i l l  t ake  me  a  l ong
t i m e  t o  g e t  u s e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  r e l y
on  Rober t ’s  exper i ence ,  wi sdom,  and  f r i endsh ip
anymore .

So many other things have happened during
t h e  l a s t  y e a r.  I n  g e n e r a l  i t  w a s  a  b u s y  y e a r  b u t
n o t  o u t  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y.  I  e n j o y e d  t e a c h i n g  a n d
r e s e a r c h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o n g o i n g  H o r i z o n t a l
Wel l  Comple t ion  P ro jec t ,  I  ob ta ined  fund ing  fo r
a n o t h e r  p r o j e c t  o n  t h e   O p t i m i z a t i o n  o f  P l u n g e r
L i f t  P e r f o r m a n c e  i n  S t r i p p e r  G a s  We l l s .  T h e s e
p r o j e c t s  a n d  m y  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  k e e p  m e
busy  fo r  some  t ime .

My  f ami ly  and  I  spen t  mos t  o f  t he  sum-
mer in Turkey. It was a hot summer. (Global warming
m u s t  b e  f o r  r e a l ! )  C o m i n g  b a c k  w a s  n i c e  b u t  I
a m  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  w o r k  a c c u m u l a t e d
i n  m y  a b s e n c e .  M y  g o a l  i s  t o  c l e a n  m y  d e s k  b y
the  t ime  we  mee t  i n  New Or l eans  fo r  t he  SPE
C o n f e r e n c e  ( l o o k i n g  a t  m y  d e s k ,  i t  l o o k s  l i k e
a n  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n ) .

Tw o  o f  m y  s t u d e n t s ,  J a m i r  G i l  a n d
Mohammed Al-khamis ,  wi l l  present  papers  a t  the
S P E  c o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  y e a r.  I  a m  v e r y  p r o u d  o f
t h e m  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  c a n  c o m e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e m .

Hoping to see you in New Orleans in October.

Tur h a n  Yi l d i z
This is the very first newsletter I am writing

a s  I  h a v e  j u s t  j o i n e d  t h e  f a c u l t y  o f  p e t r o l e u m
engineer ing.  Pr ior  to  jo ining CSM, I  have worked
at  three  other  univers i t ies  and spent  several  years
in  the  o i l  indus t ry.  I  have  t augh t  courses  on  p ro -
duct ion and reservoir  engineer ing.  I  was involved
i n  p r o j e c t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a
n e w  f o r m a t i o n  t e s t i n g  t o o l  f o r  t i g h t  g a s  s a n d s
t o  i n t e g r a t e d  s u r f a c e  f a c i l i t y / p i p e l i n e  n e t w o r k /

reservoir simulation of gas fields with commingled
m u l t i p l e  r e s e r v o i r s .

I  r e c e i v e d  m y  B S  d e g r e e  f r o m  I s t a n b u l
Te c h n i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  M S  a n d  P h D  d e g r e e s
f r o m  L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y,  a l l  i n  p e t r o -
l eum eng inee r ing .

M y  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t e a c h i n g  b a s i c  u n -
d e rg r a d u a t e  l e v e l  c o u r s e s  i s  t o  c o n v e y  c r i t i c a l
th ink ing  and  p rob lem so lv ing  capab i l i t i e s  to  the
s t u d e n t s .  B e s i d e s  t e a c h i n g  a l g o r i t h m s  a n d  e n -
g i n e e r i n g  c a l c u l a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  I  t r y  t o  c o v e r
h o w  t h e  a l g o r i t h m s  a n d  m o d e l s  c a n  b e  t i e d  w i t h
the physical  phenomena and blend the theory with
t h e  o p e n - e n d e d  p r o j e c t s  b a s e d  o n  i n c o m p l e t e ,
p a r t i a l ,  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e a l  f i e l d  d a t a .  I  s e e
the  g radua te  s tudy  as  the  mak ing  o f  a  r e sea rche r
a n d  a n  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y  p r a c t i t i o n e r.  A s  a
r e s e a r c h  a d v i s o r,  I  m a k e  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  s e e  t h a t
t he  adv i s ee  g rows  t o  be  a  be t t e r  r e s ea r che r  t han
t h e  a d v i s o r.

I n  m y  r e s e a r c h
work,  I  search for prac-
t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  t o  r e a l
field problems, based on
f u n d a m e n t a l  p h y s i c a l
p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  t h e  a d -
vanced computing tech-
nology.  Current ly,  I  am
one of  the  co-pr inc ipa l
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o f  t h e
Jo in t - Indus t ry -Pro jec t
t i t led  “Opt imizat ion of
Horizontal Well Comple-
t i o n s . "   I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  w e  a r e
developing software for evaluating different comple-
t i o n  o p t i o n s  f o r  h o r i z o n t a l / m u l t i l a t e r a l  w e l l s .

Las t  yea r,  I  spen t  mos t  o f  my  t ime  de -
veloping and teaching a  Capstone Design Course ,
w h i c h  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  A B E T.  T h e  g o a l s  s e t  f o r
t h e  d e s i g n  c o u r s e  a r e  t o  i n t e g r a t e  f u n d a m e n t a l s
a n d  d e s i g n  c o n c e p t s  o f  p e t r o l e u m  g e o l o g y,  f o r -
m a t i o n  e v a l u a t i o n ,  r e s e r v o i r,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  d r i l l -
i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  p e t r o l e u m  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  t o  w o r k
wi th  r ea l  f i e ld  da t a  i n  a  mu l t i -d i s c ip l i na ry  t eam
envi ronment ,  and  to  expose  the  s tudents  to  open-
ended problems.  The design problems are selected
t o  c o v e r  a s  m a n y  a s p e c t s  o f  r e a l  o i l f i e l d  o p e r a -
tions as possible. In the summer, I taught a graduate
c la s s  on  Advanced / In te l l i gen t /Mul t i l a t e ra l  Wel l
P e r f o r m a n c e .  I  a l s o  s p e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u m m e r
d o i n g  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  J I P  o n  h o r i z o n t a l  w e l l s .

A t  C S M ,  I  s t a r t e d  t e a c h i n g  a  c o u r s e  o n
well  completion and st imulation.  I  plan to develop
n e w  c o u r s e s  o n  n a t u r a l  g a s  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d
e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  s u r f a c e  f a c i l i t y  d e s i g n .

I look forward to meeting the alumni during
t h e  S P E  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s .

Erdal Ozkan

Turhan Yildiz
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by  Jenn i fe r  Misk imins
Te a c h i n g   A s s i s t a n t

Remember  the  bui l t - in  a i r  condi t ion ing ,  the  de l igh t fu l  smel l  o f  ou tdoor  p lumbing  in  the  la te
af te rnoon,  and  the  n ight ly  walks  up  to  the  Massadona  Tavern?  You guessed  i t ,  PEGN 316,  the  Junior
leve l  f ie ld  sess ion  was  in  fu l l  swing  aga in  th i s  year.  Seventeen  s tudents  a t tended  th i s  year ’s  sess ion ,
which  was  he ld  f rom May 7 th to  the  18 th.  As  a lways ,  a lumni  suppor t  was  c r i t i ca l  to  the  success  of  the
program.  Perennia l  suppor te r  Chevron  sponsored  a  tour  of  the  Rangely  F ie ld ,  and  Tom Brown Inc .
sponsored a  v is i t  to  a  hydraul ic  f racture  t rea tment ,  which was  then t ied  in to  a  new fractur ing exercise .
Alumni’s  J im Baker  (Chevron)  and  Adam Sayers  (Tom Brown)  a re  thanked  for  the i r  suppor t  and
organiza t ion  of  these  tours .  In  an  unusua l  twis t ,  the  weather  was  warm and  sunny every  day  of  the
sess ion wi th  the  except ion of  the  annual  raf t  t r ip  day.  The sess ion concluded wi th  the  raf t  t r ip  through
Dinosaur  Nat iona l  Monument ,  where  Dr.  Thompson was  respons ib le  for  s ta r t ing  a  water  f igh t .  His
words  of  wisdom? “Always  make  sure  you  have  the  bucket  in  your  boa t !"

Scenes from Massadona. .  .
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Student Organizations
Amer ican  Assoc ia t ion  o f
Dr i l l ing  Eng ineers
b y  J u s t i n  S t o l t e ,  P r e s i d e n t

The American Associat ion of  Dri l l ing En-
g i n e e r s  ( A A D E )  i s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o rg a n i z a t i o n
t h a t  o f f e r s  a  f o r u m  f o r  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r -
m a t i o n  o n  d r i l l i n g  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s ,  f o r  i t s  m e m -
bers  and gues ts .   Current ly,  the  Colorado School
o f  M i n e s  i s  t h e  o n l y  s t u d e n t
c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y
g o a l s  o f  A A D E  i s  t o  p r o v i d e
students the opportunity to gain
knowledge  about  d r i l l ing  and
the  pe t ro l eum indus t ry.   I t  i s
also an organization where stu-
d e n t s  c a n  d e v e l o p  l i f e - l o n g
fr iendships with other  s tudent
members .  The  s tuden t  chap te r
meets once a month where pro-
grams are  presented by knowl-
edgeable industry leaders in an
i n f o r m a l  l u n c h e o n  e n v i r o n m e n t .  E a c h  y e a r,  t h e
AADE Denver Chapter has a meeting in the spring
where students are in charge of providing a speaker
a n d  a  v e n u e  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g .  T h r o u g h  t h e  h a r d
work of Justin Raithel,  the current Vice President,
l a s t  y e a r ’s  j o i n t  s e s s i o n  w a s  a  s u c c e s s .   Wi l d
We l l  C o n t r o l  g a v e  a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n
o n  c o n t r o l l i n g  b l o w - o u t s  a n d  s i x  s t u d e n t s  w e r e
awarded $1,000 scholarships .   In  the  spr ing,  new
off ice r s  were  e lec ted .   Jus t in  S to l t e  was  e lec ted
P r e s i d e n t ,  J u s t i n  R a i t h e l - Vi c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  K e i t h
L o p e z - Tr e a s u r e r ,  Ry a n  B u t a c a n - S e c r e t a r y,  a n d
C h r i s  S t o l t e - P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  C h a i r.   D r.  B i l l
E u s t e s  i s  t h e  f a c u l t y  a d v i s o r.   I n  c o n j u n c t i o n
wi th  luncheon speakers ,  Dr.  Eus tes  has  provided
v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  o f  d r i l l -
ing .

Over  the  l a s t  two  yea r s ,  p re s iden t s  Mike
G r i f f i s  a n d  K h r i s  K i r c h e r  w o r k e d  d i l i g e n t l y  t o
m a k e  t h e  C S M  A A D E  c h a p t e r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o r -
g a n i z a t i o n .   I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ’s
off ice rs  wi l l  work  hard  to  bu i ld  on  th i s  success .
We plan on continuing monthly “lunch and learn”
sess ions ,  v is i t ing a  dr i l l ing r ig  in  September  and
in the spring,  and hosting social  gatherings where
s t u d e n t s  c a n  l e a r n  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  o u t s i d e  o f
the  c lassroom.   I f  you are  in teres ted in  a t tending
o n e  o f  o u r  m e e t i n g s ,  c o n t a c t  m e  a t
j s t o l t e @ m i n e s . e d u .

Pi  Eps i lon  Tau
b y  J u s t i n  S t o l t e ,  P r e s i d e n t

Pi Epsilon Tau, the Petroleum Engineering
H o n o r  S o c i e t y,  i s  a  s e r v i c e  o rg a n i z a t i o n  w h o s e
p u r p o s e  i s  t o  f o s t e r  a  c l o s e r  b o n d  b e t w e e n  i t s
members  and  the  pe t ro leum indus t ry,  to  b roaden
t h e  s c o p e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t o
m a i n t a i n  t h e  h i g h  i d e a l s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e
engineering profession.  The organization is based
o n  l o y a l t y,  g o o d  f e l l o w s h i p ,  a n d  m u t u a l  c o o p -
e r a t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s .

Members of Pi  Epsilon Tau (PET) are cho-
sen based upon their  scholast ic  accomplishments ,
leadership, and sociability.  Petroleum Engineering
unde rg radua t e  s t uden t s  mus t  have  a  cumula t i ve
grade point average of 3.0.  For a graduate student
t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e
a  g r a d e  p o i n t  a v e r a g e  o f  3 . 2 5 .  C u r r e n t l y,  t h e
C S M  Ta u  c h a p t e r  o f  P i  E p s i l o n  Ta u  h a s  o v e r
twenty undergraduate  and graduate  s tudents  f rom
the Petroleum Engineering Department .  Honorary
m e m b e r s  a r e  c h o s e n  b y  e a c h  c h a p t e r  a s  t h o s e
w h o  h a v e  p r o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  w o r t h y  o f
m e m b e r s h i p  i n  P i  E p s i l o n  Ta u  b y  t h e i r  t e c h n i -
c a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p e t r o l e u m
e n g i n e e r i n g .   A l l  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e  p e t r o -
leum engineering department at  CSM are members
o f  P i  E p s i l o n  Ta u .

Last year ’s president Mark Beiriger, brought
a  level  of  organizat ion and matur i ty  that  enabled
P i  E p s i l o n  Ta u  t o  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  s t u -
d e n t  c h a p t e r s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .   We  w e r e  a b l e  t o
provide certificates for the first  t ime to all  student

Justin Stolte,
President of AADE
 and Pi Epsilon Tau

The officers of Pi Epsilon Tau are as follos:  Justin Stolte,
President; Ramona Graves, advisor; Eric Miller, treasurer;
Kai Binkley, Secretary; and Forest Bommarito, Vice Presi-
dent.
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members. In the spring, new officers were elected.
J u s t i n  S t o l t e  w a s  e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t ,  F o r e s t
Bommarito-Vice President ,  Eric Miller-Treasurer,
and  Ka i  B ink ley-Secre ta ry.   Dr.  Ramona  Graves
i s  t h e  s t u d e n t  a d v i s o r  a n d  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
P i  Eps i lon  Tau  Na t iona l  Counc i l .   She  has  done
a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  b e -
t w e e n  e a c h  y e a r ’s  n e w  g r o u p  o f  o f f i c e r s .

Th i s  yea r ’s  o ff i ce r s  a re  in  the  p rocess  o f
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  p l a n  f o r  a  d e s i g n  c o m p e t i -
t i o n  b e t w e e n  a l l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t  c h a p -
t e r s  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  S P E  c o n f e r e n c e .    T h i s  c o m -
pe t i t i on  w i l l  a l l ow  us  t o  p rove  wha t  we  a l r eady
k n o w ;  t h a t  C S M  h a s  t h e  b e s t  p e t r o l e u m  e n g i -
n e e r i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .   We
will have our first meeting in September and induct
new members in the early fall and spring semesters.
We  a r e  a l l  e x c i t e d  t o  g o  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P i  E p -
silon Tau meeting which will be held in conjunction
wi th  annua l  SPE mee t ing  in  New Or leans .  Hope
t o  s e e  a l l  o f  y o u  a t  t h e  A l u m n i  R e c e p t i o n .   T h e
m a j o r  p r o j e c t  t h i s  y e a r  w i l l  b e  t o  s e t  u p  a  p e -
troleum engineering display in the geology museum,
l o c a t e d  i n  B e r t h o u d  H a l l  a t  C S M .   T h i s  y e a r  a
s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  w i l l  b e  p l a c e d  o n  g i v i n g  b a c k
to  s tuden ts  and  the  depar tment .   We wi l l  be  p ro-
v i d i n g  t o u r s  t o  p r o s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o -
v i d e  m e n t o r i n g  t o  p e t r o l e u m  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u -
dents .   We look forward to  bui lding on the s t rong
reputa t ion of  Pi  Epsi lon Tau a t  CSM. I f  you have
a n y  i d e a s  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t
j s t o l t e @ m i n e s . e d u .

Society
of Petroleum Engineers
b y  K a i  B i n k l e y,  P r e s i d e n t

The  Mines  chap te r  o f  SPE  has  go t t en  o ff
t o  a  w h i r l w i n d  s t a r t .
D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k
w e  m e t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e
u p c o m i n g  t e c h n i c a l
conference in  New Or-
leans,  and more impor-
t an t ly  t o  sha re  memo-
r i e s  o f  Dr.  Rober t  Th-
o m p s o n .   D r.  T h o m p -
s o n  w i l l  b e  t e r r i b l y
m i s s e d  a n d  f o n d l y  r e -
membered by everyone.

L a s t  y e a r  w a s
very successful  for  our
organiza t ion .   We par -
t ic ipa ted  in  many socia l ,  campus  wide ,  and  com-
munity events including bowling nights, barbecues,
E-Days ,  and  se rv ing  d inne r  a t  t he  soup  k i t chen .
We were  very  for tunate  to  have  the  In terna t ional
S P E  P r e s i d e n t ,  M r.  B r u c e  B e r n a r d ,   v i s i t  o u r
campus  as  the  Honored Guest  a t  our  annual  Jo in t
S e s s i o n .   T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  s u c c e s s
w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m  s t u d e n t s ,
f a c u l t y,  s t a f f ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  a l u m n i .

T h i s  c o m i n g  y e a r  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
be  an  ac t i ve  o rgan i za t i on  on  campus  w i th  many

e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s  p l a n n e d .   We  h a v e
e l e c t e d  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  g r o u p  o f  o f -
f icers  who have already been working
h a r d  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  d o n e .   We  a r e  a l l
look ing  fo rward  to  a t t end ing  the  An-
n u a l  Te c h n i c a l  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  E x -
h i b i t i o n  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s .   Wi t h  s u b -
stantial financial and logistical support
f rom the  depar tment ,  we  p lan  to  send
a b o u t  5 2  s t u d e n t s  t o  AT C E  o n  S e p -
t e m b e r  2 9 t h .

     We  p l a n  t o  m e e t  e v e r y  t h r e e
weeks through this school year to hear
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  t o p i c s  i n c l u d i n g
trans i t ioning f rom school  to  indust ry,
a n d  t e c h n i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  a l l
aspects of Petroleum Engineering.  We
e n j o y  h e a r i n g  f r o m  M i n e s  a l u m n i
w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .   I f  y o u  a r e
interested in  shar ing your  knowledge,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r  Vi c e - P r e s i d e n t ,
J u s t i n  S t o l t e  a t  j s t o l t e @ m i n e s . e d u .

     T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t !

Kai Binkley
SPE President

The officers of the CSM chapter of SPE are as follows:  (front row, left to
right,) Justin Stolte, Vice President; Chris Stolte, Publicity Chair/Webmaster;
Kai Binkley, President, Josh Yanowich, Social Chair; (standing, left to right)
Forest Bommarito, ATCE Chair; Keith Lopez, Secretary; Eric Miller, Mem-
bership; James Page, Fund Raising; and Ryan Helmer, Joint Session.
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D e p a rt m e n t  o f  P e t ro l e u m  E n g i n e e r i n g
C o l o r a d o  S c h o o l  o f  M i n e s
1 5 0 0  I l l i n o i s  S t re e t
G o l d e n ,  C O   8 0 4 0 1

A l u m n i  R e c e p t i o n  a t  S P E  C o n f e r e n c e

To  Our  Pe t ro l eum A lumni :

Your attendance is requested at the Colorado School of  Mines,  Petroleum
Eng ineer ing  A lumn i  Recep t ion  t o  be  he ld  dur ing  t he  annua l  SPE  Techn ica l
C o n f e re n c e  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0  t o  O c t o b e r  3 ,  2 0 0 1 .
The  A lumni  Recep t ion  w i l l  be  he ld  on  Tuesday  even ing ,  a t  t he  New Or leans
R i v e r s i d e  H i l t o n ,  G r a n d  B a l l ro o m  A ,  f ro m  5 : 3 0  t o  7 : 3 0  p . m .   T h e  c h a rg e
i s  $ 2 5 .   A s  a l w a y s ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e  p l e n t y  o f  f o o d  w i t h  a  c a s h  b a r.

H O W  TO  R E G I S T E R : Phone Kathy Brei t ,  Program Director  of  CSM's
A l u m n i  O f f i c e  a t  ( 3 0 3 )  2 7 3 - 3 2 9 0 ,  o r  e - m a i l  kbre i t @ m i n e s . e d u  o r  p h o n e
the Petroleum Engineering Office at (303) 273-3740, or e-mail dbrown@mines.edu
pr ior  t o  SEPTEMBER 26 ,  2001 .   Drop- in s  a re  we lcome;  however,  we  wou ld
a p p re i c a t e  i t  i f  y o u  w o u l d  m a k e  a  re s e r v a t i o n  i n  a d v a n c e .

N o n p r o f i t  O rg a n i z a t i o n

U.S .  Pos t age  Pa id
GOLDEN,  COLORADO
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